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By a Profeſſor of the ſaid Truly Reformed Proteſtant-Reli-|- 


THE 


EPIS FAY 


TO THE 


—_— YT ECT I oo ——_s _— 
T ny | 4. —_ os _ RS S ox Tu CO EET EE. TY EW ERP 


Chriſtian Reader, | 
JT Hen I ſeriouſly conſider the preſent State of the tru- 
\ V ly Reformed Proteſtant Religion, as abroad tbrough- 
out the whole European world, /o particularly bere at home in tbeſe 
three Kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland ; my heart is 
ſad within me, and my Spintt even fails to think what dark and 
diſmal things are coming upon us 5 and therefore for the better 
eaſing of my own mind, and the declaring of a willingneſs at 
tea(t, to do ſomething ( if poſſible) for the preventing of what [ 
fear, I bave adventured to publifh this enſuing Treatiſe ; which 
though there be not one word init (that as 1 bumbly concetue) can 
grve any juſt ground of offence to any true Proteſtant, of what- 
ſoever Rank or Quality, or of whatſoever Party, whether Con- 
formiſt or Noncontformiſt 5 yet trmes of Trading for Booker, as 
well as for other Commodities, being very dead an diſcouraging, 
I find none are willing to ad centure upon the charge of printing 
thus ſmall Copy, elſe it had come out long ſince, At laſt therefor 
rather than it ſhould lie ſtifled in the birth any longer, and my la- 
bour, and the end of 1t ſhould be wholly loſt, I have made hard 
ſhift thus to obſtetricate and bring tt forth at- my own Charge, 
Money doth not at all abound with me, but the quite contrary , ba- 
wing divers both unauaidable and expenſive cares uponmes yet 
ſuch is the vehemency of my deſire to uſe the utmoſt endeavour that 
lies in me, for the ſervice of Chriſt, even beyond my poor capacie 
ty, and for the good of my Nati m Countrey, that [ have —_ 
Z _ 
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this Impreſſim (ſo much of it az ttrns not to any account towards 
my reimburſement) to be freely given to ſuch as will but vouchſafe 
to read it, and when they bave done, propagate it into good hands, 
though they ſhould not be willing themſelves ro ſpare a ſnall piece 
of Silver to purchaſe it, Perhays the Lord mill be pleaſed to ac- 
cept and bleſs my Deſign thereiny it may be he wil! [mile uport tt, 
and render it ſome way profitable to the end for which it is intend- 
ed ; in the hope whereof I reſt : and however it ſucceds, fhall qui- 
et my ſelf in this, that I bave done my enaeavour in the ſight. of 
God and mine own Conſcience, to ſerve the Generation wherein 1 
live, And ſo having thus far expreſſed my care and ſolicitade 
for the next Age , and hereby made thee a witneſs of it, I ſub- © 
ſeribe my ſelf what I truly am, 'P 


Thine and my Countreys moſt affeQionately 


earneſt Well-wiſher and Servant in Chrift, 


7. B, 


——_———— —_— "+ 
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Certain Propoſals humbly offered for the Preſervation all | 
Continuance of the truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion 
down to ſucceeding Ages. EILLS 


6 Ow deplorable a caſe the truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion 
now is in, 'partly from the power and prevalency of Pope- 
ry, Arminianiſm, Socinianiſm, ©uakeriſm (an Hotch-potah 
of all the-reſt) and many other dangerous Errors and Su- 

perſtitions 3 partly by reaſon-of the Deathof great numbers of the malt 
Learned , Pious , Zealous , Faithful and Painful Miniſters in theſe 
Kingdomes > partly from the want of a due care.to provide ſuch as may 
ſucceed them in after-Ages, by ſuch a liberal Education of the Youth of 
the preſent Age, as-might-fit them for-that Servicez and laſtly, by the 
general and univerſal -Prophanenef; that-every where ſpreads it ſelf among 
us: I fay, how deplorable a caſe the ſaid truly Reformed Proteſtant 


Religion is now'in,- by the means aforeſaid, and ſome othersthat might - 


be added, would-fill-up a huge Volumn to declare: a Work which-I }! 
ſhall not here undertakez but hall rather apply:my ſelf humbly to pro- 
-pound ſuch wayes and meens, as by the Blefling of God may revive and 
reſtore the ſaid Proteſtant Religion out of that deplorable ſtate ii which it 
ſeems now to lie bleeding, as'it were, to death, and in ſome places almoſt 
ready to give up the Gholt. | 
But among many m__ which 1 hadprepared , and intended to 
-have offered, I have fingled out-only. theſe three, wz. | 
Firft, That a! hearty Union, at.lcaſt, inLove and Aﬀection, between 
all Diflenting Parties in- matters of Church-Government, that are-other= 
Wiſe ſound and orthodox in'theDod@rinals and holy Praficks of the right 
Reformed Proteſtant Religion, be heartily .cndeavoured. - Sr 
- i Now: this will be found principally among, four ſorts of Froteftant- 
"Profeſſors m+England> the Epiſcopal, Precbyterian, Congregational, and 
ſuch of the-moderate and ſober-minded Anaboptiſts (fo called) as differ 
. only in the point of Infant-Bapriſm. . I name the Epiſcopal-Proteſtant- 
{Profeſſor with the other three, becauſe I know ſome of them to be-mgu 
of eminent Learning and Piety, and in all the main Points of Prozeftoy- 
8iſm very ſound. Thouſands (1.doubt _ both Miniſters — 


s $ 


af. the-Church'of England '(fo called) are of the ſame-Judgment aud” 
 Pradtice with our famouſly Holy-and Learned Biſhop Uſher, publiſhed 
| tin his excellent\Boak;.cntituted,. The-Sum ayd Subſtance of Chriſtian Ree - 
|  Tigion. And why ſhould not both Pretbyterians, CE s and 
"Congregational men (iſo Þ had rather fiyle them, than by-tl e Odious 
' Name of Independents) have as real and hearty: good will to theſe as- 
| toany other 2+ Was not the Blood of Chriſt :ſhed tor chew ?7- Was not 
Heaven founded as much for them as forany? ' For ſuch of them, [ 
"pgezn,. as ate.under the.ſame Spirit of 'Trxe Faith and Reperthwee, which - 
the :Goſpel:requires in all that.thall be ſaved.» Asfor joyning With, them - 
'Ki Matters of - Worthip, where Conſcience is not ſatishcd, I hypo means - 
"perſwade any t0 it 3 -I caunot do it. my ſelf : -ycc I truly love -many-that 
'do, becauſe 1 am-bound in Charity tothink they tollow their Light, 
* whillt I ſee ther-otherwife walking in an wwiform Tenoxricf * Holineſs, 
both wichin doors and. without, throughout; the-whole £0ple of .thar - 
'Lives. . Le? Lv þ ow 
-." The other xhaee, namely+, the Precbyterean'; datiped apt and 
*Longregational, if they.do but keep clole to their owe dedlared Fudg- 
inert on each fide, 'that is, That none be admitted/into;their-Churchs, 
"that ina true Goſpel-ſence are-ignarant and ſcandaling (for «by that, 
ithoſe that Jiſcenn not the Lord's Bodyy are ignorant ; and. thoſe that live 
"not holily, .are ſcandatizes) 1 ſte noxcaforbut (falovis Shringue iprixcipuiey) 
[they may allow cach others to be the true-Churches of Clariſt. Both 
fides prove their Miniftry tobe from Chriſt, and: to have the Eſſentials 
'of 'an T#titpcion in-it.3- one Party making the Formality-of ;his External 
Call to conſiſt in the Election of ' the People only, with, a folenwe Dedi- 
(oatio/rit0) their Work:by Faſting and Prayery the other Partygranting 
this to be requiſite; but wathal xcquicingthei addition of. Hewds irepd- 
Fed'by-s Prrrbyrery 3 which by thedormer 3s nor eficcraed negefſiy, Aud 
-then for Synods 3 :both Parties approve of tham as wſcful and necdful 
"ow mwtxit apd contmon dduie, \thoughi\they differin the Point of Furiſe - 
gifion, and the proper ſeabandrentent of ite, 1 1! 
- Wow why may nota Bratherly .Arity (well conſiſt veils theſe Diffe. 
'pFehces,  fiace- on: ncither ade a6 y, efeptialithing 55 wanting, to xender - 
*thenycrue Miniſters 'and 'Churthes of -Ghrift 3) avd ſech as for the: woft - 
"part do ocherwile agree inall:rmatters:0f Pafrine rand Pratiice 2. ' Nay, 
'aph y they' not -fo fay/mutiially ;agree, .asto walk together ta boly 
"Fe pone Churchwith anather,: as necafions {arve, the Mambess 
<f 'one:Charch communicating; withisHe Members pf the ther 2; Haw 


"ad is it, - that wheze the way for a cloſuce lies ſo fair and eafie, good men 


| 3) 
houtd ſtandat-ſogreat adiſtance, for ſo.long:a.time,. cach from othend. | 
you bittevneſy,. what angry. refle ons, what... mbrotherly exaſyerations_ | 

are ſtill found between theſe differing; Parties ?  Whence: comes-it.? Is ie, 
not from: the Devil, : the great Author and. Fomenter of all Diviſions? 
When ſhali the Spirit of Merkneſs, Plain-beartedneſs and. True Chriftion 
'Eoverput an'end'to theſe: Wranglings? When: ſhall it once be? Why 
ſhould any; on one fide or the other, remain under their own Paſfons,. 
Prejudices and . inflexible Marcſities? Is there not great caule to ſuſpe&. 
that Carnal. Policy, Self- opintiativeneſs, Pride of -Heart,. or ſomething» 
worſe, lies at the bottomi ? Tsiiepoſlible, that where Sincerity, Humi- 
lity, and fuck a Gracious Diſpoſition: as. alwayes is accompanied more or; 
leſs; with the Sweet Spirit of Chriſt, ſhould dwcll long in any that arc 
true'Members of him-* Who can be ſaid truly. to have learned of hini,. 
that:are not: ike him in' the- Grace of  Meekyeſs and. :Lowlineſs of heart'? 

Sure it any thing/1n: the world be juſt matter of . Yonder, this is, that ns. - 
endeavoiiit hitherto us'd; no, nor no. ſevere Providences: from God him» 
Felt, can reconcile Brethrex, that have coft Chrift ſo dear, arc {o dear ts 
-Chrift, and ought.to be ſo to.cach other ! Do we not ſee how in Stormy 
Timers, thepoor Sheep and other Cattel- will rn; togetber ; how they get” 
intotheir Folds and. locks how they herd themlelves with a kind of 
wnited- force 3 efpecially when the-worrying Dogs aud Welves are abroad 3 
.db they not all then haſten to their-Shelters and/their Shepherds ? And 
ſhall che very Þ1ft1nft of Nature teach the Brate Beaſts by this their nmu- 
tral Union to defend themfelves againſt preſent miſchicfs, or approachi- 
ing dangers, andſhall not the moſt Noble Principle of Grace, called in 
the Scripture, the Wiſdom from on bigh, much more teach men (good 
men”! ) to-do the-like?; What is it would or could-more diſanimate the 
very worlt and- moſt potent-Enemies the truly Reformed Proteftaxt Reli- 
glow hath, chan to ſee the ſeveral diſſenting Parties of ſound Proteſtants, 

firmly to unite together, and by mutual Allowances in the few things. 
wherein they differ, to ſtrengthen each other in the maintenance of the 

Faith which they have received from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and do. on. 
all hands ehink ic their higheſt concernment to profeſs and bear teſtimp-' 
np unto? * This therefore may well:challenge the; firſt place in the Me- 

thods: humbly offered for reftoring the atarcfaid:Proteſtant Religion t6' 

a fowriſhing ſtate. | | | BE 

Secondly, An univerſal;conftantiand conſcientious-oare, and cendeayour in* 
all Proveftant'Funilics —_—_— !thefe Three Kingdoms, diligently to” 
inftruditheir Children and; ants in the + ſound Princpples. 01 the fait. 

truly 'Reftrmed Proteftons Riligios : Thy ihe care to: be pea a 

tt | 2 Vc aÞ.: 
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| Schoolimafters, Tutors; Guardiaut, and others that haveany charge of* 
* Souls nnder them 3 but moſt of all by Preaching Minifters,, where-ever- 
| opportunity for ſach Work tan be had. For the better accompliſhmeae. 
whereof, care is'to be taken that ſuch Catechiſms: may be made uſe of. 
aS have no mixtures of Error in them, or are 1n any thing contrary” to, or- 
mot agreeing with the Holy Scriptures 3 - particularly in the Do@rineof* 
the Chriftian Sabbath; and the Morality. thereof z-in which Catvix him-- 
ff (thongh otherwiſe a very famous and found Divine) was defective.” 
The Miftake of whofe opimon therein, : hath had too much influence; 
upon the Proteftant Churches abroad) moſt of all in France and the (cven- 
TDnited Provinces) as to the ay of- their Lives and whole Chriſtian . 
Profeſſion. And here without offence let: it be enquired,” whether the 
ftrit' obſervation ot the Chrrftian Sabbath, as a Divine Inflitution of 
Chriſt, here in England, hath not rendred the ſincere: Profeſſors of+ this : 
Nition more eminent in all- practical holineſs tharothers of Foreign- 
Parts * A'firm belief of the Morality of our Lords-Day-Re#F., and a: 
| ducobſervation of it accordingly, contains-no ſmall part of. the very 
Power of” Godlineſs in it, as well as the Form thereof. The truth is, . 
the carefal aud reverent regard unto this- Day, as well in mens ſecree- 
Cloſets and private Families, as in Publick Aſſemblies, hath kept up a: 
wreand warm Religion more in England than-in any part of the world: 
clides.' Even to this day, who do we find tobe.the moſt ſavonry and. 
Biritual in Diſcourſe, the moſt * exemplary and worthy of imitation in 
zheir Lives, but thoſe that are moſt tri in an holy obſervarion 'of :this + 
Day ? That bave turned away their feet fromthe Sabbath (as the Lord : 
ſpeaks by the Prophet, Iſa. 58. 13+) from dving their pleaſure on hirbuly 
EE and have called the $ abbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honour a- 
ble, and bave bonoured bim, not doing their own wayes, nor finding their 
p1 pleaſure, nor ſpeaking their own words : Fay, who ſo much as theſe. 
doth God himſelt-dclight in, and all good-men-? | 
But if any fay; that this concerns the Fews only, and thoſe that keep - 
the Seventh- day- Sabbath) - | 
- Tanſwer, If thoſe that areof'thatmind'will but take pains to read - 
what Bilhop Uſber, ini his Sum and Subſtance of Chriftian-Relegion, hath - 
written upon the tranfſation of the Sabbath 'or-time of- reſt,” from the 
Seventh day to the Firſt day of the Week, with the Reaſons of it as; 
alſo what is publifhed upon this Subje&; not only formerly .by many 
Learned Writers, but al{o of late by Mr. Fhegbes of Plimouth;. Mr-Bax- : 
t&, Mr. Wells, and others; buteſpceially: that moſt excellent Treatiſe. 
upon._it lately Printed, witty this -Title, 'Exercizations concerning the. : 
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Þ' - precious ſouls with. ſaving knowledge,. than ſuckivail-Vilits a5 are every 


*2:.4:05thole of Popery it ſelf, I humbly-propound to the pious: Readers + 


" poſe; with Line wpon Line, bere a little' and there' a bittle, would carry - 
& . toa much better.account both. with reſpc& to Gr#49 Glory, the advances 


Name, Original, Nature, Ofe and Cominuanct of a day of Sarred Reft'y' 
rogether with an Aſſertion of the Divine inſtitution of the Lord's Day, and' 
Praftical Direftions for its due Obſervation. 1 ſay, whoſoever will pro«* 
cure, and rake pains to read-over theſe Books, will ſoon find ſaffciens' 
reaſon to believe, that the atoreſaid words of: the Prophet Iſaiah, con-- 
cerning the Sabbath, are very aptly applicable to the due Obſervers of our - 
Ghriftian $ abbath. | | 
Now of all the ſpiritual employments of this Day, next*to an ac-- 
tendance. upon Publick Ordinances, in the Solemws Aſſemblies  of-the- 
Qints; what hath been ever found to be-more profitable, than when- 
the Heads of Families , and - others in their reſpe&ive capacities, have 
by Queſtions and Anſwers ur a Catechetical way, conveyed the ſound - 
knowledge of Chrift and his great Goſpel-Truths intothe hearts of thoſe 
committed to their care ? Reading the Holy Scriptures alſo,” repeating) 
Sermons, ſinging of Pſalmy, and-calling upon God in fervent Prayer,: 
are all Sabbath-dayExerciſes m a Family : Amd bleſſed are thoſe Fami-! 
lies that are alwayes ſo employed. But the doing of this in an Inter-: 
loeutory way, with: Children and - Servants, fo as to make 'them awnder-: - 
ſtand what they hear and read, and be enriched with the well-grounded 
knowledge of itz O this is excellent! and one of the -beſt meansimagi-+ - 
nable-to preſerve the True Proteſtant: Religion, and to tranfmit it from- - 
Father-to Son, even from one Generation to another. And becauſe 2 
clear and diſtin knowledge of Fundamental and Subſtantial Truths, 
with ſach Texts of Scripture as do moſt contribute to the right under-: - 
ſtanding, confirmation and defence of- them againſtall oppoſers what. 
ſoever;. will be a moſt precious Antidote, as well againk all forts of Er-+ - 


hereof: theſe following Confiderations- - | | 

Firft, Let it be conſidered, whether it would not be time well Tpent;: ©- 
if ſome. perſons of Wiſdom and Ability, whether engaged in any: - 
Church-Society, or- otherwiſe, were appointed (or themſelves did is -- 
by their own voluntary undertakement) to go from bmufe to houſe at-fie-” 
times and ſeaſons, there to diſcourſe the weighty things of Religion with: 
their Friends and Neighbours, and ſo to manage this Work, as ſtill to - 
leave the perſons they.thus converſe with ſomething more knowing in the+ - 
ercat things of Religion than formerly-? Frequent 'Vilits to this pur 


ment of Chri/t's'\Ki1gdont in the world; and. the:enlightning of many» 


wherg'= 


whers now-in'uſe.* I: ſome: places, the Paſtors. ara] other Officers of 
the.Churches:may do ſomeetbing.this: way; themſelves, after. the exarnple- 
of that holy:Perſon; aud! worthy. Servant of- Chriſt, Mr. Henry Fefs 


Jeſſes' ! 
lately'deccaſed 3 but where the hands of Church-Officers are full of othes | 
work, perhaps ſome others jn their reſpeQive Congregations-might' be | 
found and prevailed with, to do their utmoſt in its at leaſt, ſo far as | 
might confiſt with their neceſſary emp!oyments in their reſpetive trades | 
This is brave work,, and-doubtle(s will be well reward. : 


aind —_ 


| 


ed by: the God off Heaven; to the-faithful and fincere-hearted Lebourers | 


in it- What doth the gracious and induftrions Parent know, but that 


his continual dropping of heavenly words into his: Children's cars; or | 
the religious and loving Friend or Neighbour that doth the like with all | 


that he converſeth with (where a fair oportunity is offered) may be a - 


means to work ſome bleſſed Cosvidion; yeay and a through Comverſion 
coo, in'the hearts of: thoſe they thus diſcourſe with? - Chriſt may be 
preached as much and-as efftdually in perſaxal and interlocutiry diſcourſes, 
as in fet ſpecches,; or Sermons in 4 Pulpit; nay , I know many inſtances: 


can be given, where Diſcourſes of this kind have done more this way, 


than all-the Sermons that have been attended, though preached by men 
of the greateſt eminency, for maty years 3 as the Apoſtle ſayes in another 
aaſc, 1: Cor. 7.16 What knoweft thou, O Wife ,whether thox ſhalt ſave thy 


Huband? or how knoweft thm, O' may, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy Wife ?' | 
Soſay I; What knowweſt thou; O Parent, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy 
Child? or what knoweſt thou, @ Chriftias, whether thou ſhalt ſave thy 
Friend or Neighbour, thy Brother or Siſter by ſuch ſpiritual and well ma- - 
naged Diſcourſes as theſe? However, .if it be but well deſigned and en- | 
deavonred, God takes it well, though the defired efte& ſhould not £..-. 
low. Methinks that Paſſage in Dan. 12. 3' ſhould greatly move to ſuch - 

nun that be wiſe(in the | 
Margin, Teachers) ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and they 


. an-undertakement and earneſt endeavour thereitizThey 


_- that turn niany to righteouſneſs , as the Stars for ever and ever, 

- Secondly, Let it be conſidered whether of all other, ſuch as ate Pa- 
. remtr: of Children ought: not tobe frequent at ſuch work as this. I mean, 
nat'bhly:upon.Sebbatb-Dayes and other Set Seaſons for Religious Exer- 


cifes;, but in their daily and hourly converſe among them. for is not | 


this according; to the Command' of - 9/4 givea to the. People of Iſrael, as 
2 workt that their abote be art and: fowl ſhould be continually engaged in-? 


-Whae God required of. chem im. this particular, is it not recorded tor - 
. our inſtruQion, in: Down's. from v.q4to 9? Hear, O'Iſrarl, thou ſhalt 


& & £ &et 


A. an 


2 


- 


; deve the Lord thy God with: all thy ſoul, and with all thy might; and theſ ; —_ 


words : 
| 


| ue. 


« 
| b- % 


wolle which Teommenil thee thi Hay, thall be in thy beart, and thou fete 
-ceadh them-diligemtly' (Hebrew, 'thou ſhi}t:whet or ſTharpen them) ##to 
: ty Children, anti fhalttalk-of them when thou fiteſt 'in by bonſe, antl 


when thou walkeft in the way; 'and "when 'thox lieft down, andl.when thou 


miſtſt up. 


'Now'+f this 'bea'Corrmand that is alwayes oHliging, and 'to all 'Pa- 


 e81ts whatſoever (as doubtleſs it is') what then can we, ria well- 
grounded Charity, «think of zhoſe Parents 'and Profeſſors of Religion 
too, that order their affairs fo, as very ſeldom, even almaft-next to never- 


#t_all, axe with their Children-either' Morning or Evening, much leſs + 
all the day long, to-perform theſe, ſo frequently to be :repaated duties 


to-them? © Such: bxrries they- are ing ſuch nmmltizedes of buſineſr and 


. employments they continually -take upon them yea, ſo filt-and crowd © 


4 


their heads and hearts therewith, .chat they neither haveany-mind,” nor * 
can-be at leifare for theſe ſerious matfery.. Pretences indeed they make, 
of being commanded to'be dztjgent in their Callings, and of a zecefity -- 
lying on ther with reſpet to providing for their Families; and ſuch = 


Jike fpeviems Arguments from abuſed Seriptares 5 but whether theſe Ar 


- guments will quiet Conſcience-upon a dying Bed, 'T very much queſtion 3 * 


I know the care of providing for the Houfhold, lies --roftly upon the 


man, -who-ts the Husband to-the'Wife,and the Father tothe Children 3 - 
-and that it is the Mother's Duty, as well as the Father's to inftradt the: © 


Children, and - to bring them "np in the narture and admonition of the 
Lord ;- but will this excuſe the Father from doing his part:too ? or will ©: 
it ſatisfic him in clogging himſelf with fo much other employment, and 


.that-in'ſach an cager purſuit after the things of this world only,” as ei- 


ther birders:himin the performance- of tt; or renders*hini wiifit for'it 2 ©" 


+ 4s. for his poor Children and Family-thus negleted by him, is not the. - 


.infiruting them tn'vhe Oncbing eccefſzry,- andthe ſaving of at nog | 
ch 0 


ons ſouls, of fer greater importance, than the getting of 'overnach 


Ly 


'this-world for them ? ©: 


Bueif this be-not:endvgh, -efpeeially-in-ſch-times us theſe, when rhe Fo 
ant, and Fopery every where + 
ot asit ford: 'Þ ſay, this" be not \rhGuph ro wikatice and = 


trac Froneft ant Rlzpion i3:fo minchdin its ware; and 


y 


refornelueb Fathers-of Children;: «8 *to his part, of 4ÞtcirDary, "I ſhall 


-Jeave them-to,-and pity chem for this theit $59 and - Filly and jn the 


mean while, will apply my Taf-xothe 8ſbrrs of-thoſe, poor nepievied 
Children, »carneftly ad vifing-and-perſwading; thar wharis wantng'ion ' 


ww 


\the Father's fide;/masy br emade wp 'by-cher'y and infle2/ithe' Midhers 
-of :Childegr forthoinaf-part chhveeyery Sto mors-opporien nyſe” 


_ - « * 


this work, as being more conſtantly at homeam withindoors, and bo? 
Coxperſe. more with their Children than their Fathers can. :\They. there- 
foxc, if. God gives wiſdom and.skill to educate the:Children which they | 
have brought forth, or as 'Mothers-ip-Law, are prouwdentially intraſted | 
with, may be much employed this way, and with the bleſſing of Gad | 
upon their faithful endeavours herein; may become Mothers @ ſecond * 
time unto them, in their ſpiritual Birchs : I have.known ſome women | 
that have been much honoured of God: for their Hly Leboxrs and-Di- | 
vine Succeſſes of .this.kind, among their Children and their Childrens | 
Childreaz and this, while their Husbands have been meer Sors 3. yea, | 
ſometimes Oppoſers and Hinderers of .it. Inſtances we have in Scrip- 
fure alſo that may greatly encourage unto this work. How came young ; 
Timothy to be ſo well inſtructed as (om pris) from his Childhood or | 
Tvufancy, as the. Greek word imports, to have known the Holy Scriptures? * 
2 Tim. 3+ 15+ I fay, how came this to pals, but by the Godly and Re- 
ligious carc and endeavours of thoſe two holy women, his Grandme: ' 
ther Lois, and bis Mother Eunice ? as is xecqrded, 2 Time 1. 5. ; 
What a pleaſant Story doth Solomon tell us of himſelf, concerning 
his own education, when he was young ? Sce what he.(ayes of the In- | 
.ſructions- which he received both from his Father and his Mother. 
 Ferft, From his Father , whoſe words he. repeats throughout. the 
.. whole fourth Chap, . of Prov. fome of which are theſe 3 Hear ye Chil- 
. dren the injiruction of a Father, ' ond. attend to know underſtauding \ for I : 
ive you good Doftrine ; forſake you not my Law; for I was my Fatbert' 
» 4 tender and only beloved intbe fight of my Mother be taught me alſo, 
_and ſaid unto me, let thine beart retain my words, keep my Commandment 
. and live; get »iſom, get underſtanding, forget it not, neither decline 
. From the words of my moutb > forſake ber nat, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee ; 
love. ber,..axd. ſhe ſhall keep thee wiſdom is the principal thing, therefar 
. get wiſdom, and with all thy getting, get underftanding 3 exalt ber, and ſuc . 
hall promote thee 3 ſhe ſhall bring thee to honour when thou doftÞ embrac* 
ber : © She ſhall give to thine. an Ornament of Grace, s Crown of Gle-\ 
. y' ſhall ſpe dcliver torbee. Hear, O my Son, and receive my Sayings, 
.cud the years of thy Life ſhall be mayy. T have tgught thee in the way o| 
wiſdom, Thave led thee in the right paths 3- when thou goeft, thy fteps_ſhal 
.,not be ftreightned, and when thou runneſt, thex ſhalt not ſtumble t 
Faft bold, of. InftruZias, let ber not go, keep her, for ſpe is tby Life. Th 
and many. other, were, the moſt excellent counſels to the end of the 
ple Chapter, which Solomon fayes his Father gave him; in all which, 
;bay -carueſt and offellionme was Dapigio preſſing choſe: things you kb! 
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'Son Solomon and how many Argaments doth he tiſetoperwade hin 
thereunto ? But that which all Fathers of Children ſhould do well here. 
chiefly to mind, is, the chief Matter of that Inſtruction which David 
gives to his Son Solomox 3 namely, that he ſhould get wiſdom (that is, 
Grace) for ſo the word muſt be-underſivod'3 and that he ſhould be ſure 
to get this above all things elſe, even above all.other gettings whatſoever z 
and he gives the reaſon of it ; for this, ſaith he, is the principal thing - 

asif he had ſaid, this, O my Son Solomon, is of far greater worth aud 
value than the Kingdom and Crown that thou art bon unto 3 the Scep- 

ter that thou ſhalt ere long (way, and the Throxe that thou ſhalt ft up- 

on more excellent, far more, than all the Kingly Dignity and Honour 

that thou art capable of, or canſt enjoy in this world. 

Hence it was, that Solomon himſelf, having learnt this Leſſon from 
his Father, ſets it forth in that manner that he doth, in Prov. 3+ from vs 
13-t0 19. Happy is the man (laith he) that findeth wiſdom, and the-man 
that getteth underſtanding 3 for the Merchandiſe of is is better than the 
Merchandiſe of Silver, and the gain thereof than fine Gold ; ſhe is more 
precious than Rubies, and all the things thou can#t deſire are nt to be com. 
pared uno her. Thus he goes on, ſaying much more concerning the in- 
eſtimable value of that wiſdom which his Father taught him to ſearch 
after, and which himſelf afterwards fo earneſtly prayed for at his firſt - 
coming to his Kingdom 3 as is recorded in 1 Kzxgs 3. from 6. to 13. 

And as we have this pleaſant Story from Solomon's own mouth, of his 
Father's inftructing him when he was young, let us ſee what he (ayes 
ot his Mother's Inſtruction alſo, his Mother Bathſhebah 3 as it is like- 
wiſe recorded in Prov. 31. from 1, to 10. The wards of King Lemuet 
(that is, Solomon) the Prophecy 1bat his Mother teught bim, What, my 
Son! and what the Son of my womb! and what the Son of my Vows * 
Give not thy ftrength unto women, nor #by wayes to that which deſiroyeth 
Kings : It is not for Kings, O Lemnel, it is not for Kings to drink wine, 
nor for Princes flrong Drink , leſt they drink, and forget the Law, and 
pervert the judgment of any of the afflited. Open thy month for the dumb, 
in the cauſe of all ſuch 4s are appointed to deſtrufiionz open thy month to 
Judge righteouſly and plead the canſe of the poor and needy. Behold here 
the counſel ot a Mother to her Son, of a Dnucen-Mother to the King ber 
Son : how happy were it if all the Kings ot the Earth were thus in- 
ſtructed and did aR accordingly ? | 

3ly, Since the H. Ghoſt infiterh ſo much upon the 3uſtruftion of young 
ones, lince he gives (o ſtrict commands to Parcnts concerning it, and to 
others that are in the room of Parents ay lince he commendeth ad 

bleſſeth 


0 


bleſſeth thoſe that have bcen Faithfwl in the diſcharge of this ſo neceſſa. 
ry and great a Duty 3 as he did Abraham, Gen. 18. 19. Saying, 4bra- 
bam ſhall ſurely become a great and a mighty Nation, and all the Nations 
of the E7:b ſhall be blefſed in bim. Why ſo? For I know (faith he) 
that be will command his Children and his Houſhold after bim; and they ſhall 
keep the way of the Lord to do juſtice and judgment. I ſay, this allo be- 
ing duly conſidered, would it not be an exce!lcnt and praiſe-worthy pra. 
ice, it young perſons of their own accord, Males with Males, and Fe- 
males with Females, would cvery where, all England over (as in ſome 
placcs I know they do) meet together, and that not only to pray with 
each other, and repcat Sermons ( a practice very commendable and 
profitable ) but alſo to confer together upon the F undamentals of Reli- 
gion, which they have read and learned out of ſome wel!-2pproved Ca. 
tcchiſm, with the Scriptures alledged for the proofs of them. Many 
of theſe, cſpecially, if 11der the age of. ſixteen years, may meet toge- 
ther for ſuch religious purpoſes, and be no (onventiclers. What pity 
15 it then that ſuch Mcetings of yoxng ones are not every. where in ule, 
for mutual edification and inftructions, which that they might thrive 
the better, would not ſ©me one grave perſon among them, to guide and 
affiſt them therein, very much help them in ſuch a pious work ? 

Were this and the like endeavours by Parents and others, as aforc- 
Kid, every where in common practice, what bleſſed advantages would 
from thence ariſe as to the propagating cf the truly Reformed Proteftant 
Religion? Among which, would uot this be one great one, above the 
reſt, namely, the Fuciitating the work of the publick Miniſtry, both 
as to Convifttion, Corverfion and Edification too, whilſt the reſpeRive 
Auditorics up and down the Kingdom would be, as it were, all beſpang- 
led and richly enamelFd with well-inſtructed Families, and pioutly af- 
fected Auditors > What trattable, attentive and underſtanding Hearcrs 
would the Congregations be repleniſhed withal > What floxriſhing ef- 
fefts, what pleaſant fruits would the Labourers in Chrilt's Vincyares 
find their faithful Labours to be cyowned withal? Sure, if any way 
can poBbly be thought of: not only to preſerve and-refteye the true Pro- 
teftant Religion, but toput it into a more proſperons- eſtate than ever it 
was known to be in in this Kingdom before 3 . this is it. 

Put though what harh been ſaid hitherto, may through the bleſſing; 
of God, if put in praftice, prove goo and effeual mcans to raiſe 
and revive, as it were, the truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion, from the 

reſent ſwooning and almoſt dying ſtate in which it feems every where to 
ae 3 yet there is another thing no leſs important, tobe moſt intenſely 


minded ' 
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"minded and lid to heart by all confiderate and ſound Proteſtants , and 
that is, what is like to beccme of the true Proteſtant Religion a few years 
hence, if no better courſe be taken for the continuance and ſupport of 
ir, than is any where now on foot? "3 
As for Popery, that is kept vp and maintained, not only by the Pow- 


- ers and Potentates of moſt Parts of Chriſtendom, but by a continued we-. 


merons ſucceſſion of Learned (though miſerably blinded) men; as Chriſt 


 ſayes in another caſe , the men of that dark, Antichriflian Kingdom are 


wiſer in their generation than the Children of Light 3 they are carcful, 
from Age to Age, to find out and ſet apart the very Flower of their 
Jouth, the molt pregnant, fin:-witted Lads that they can any where mect 
with throughout their Popiſh Kingdoms 3 upon theſe they (pare no coſt 
nor pains, to educate and bring them up in the profuxndejt Learning and 
largeſt improvement ot their Parts, acccrding to their reſpeQive Geniur's 
and inclinations, to becorre ſcxviccable in the propagation and def.nce 
of thcir falſe Religion. But alas! how little of this (in ccmpariſon) 


. is done by the Proteſtant Party all Europe over * Infomuch that if God 


in his good providence doth not ſome way prevent it, and provide a- 
gainſt it, the Proteſtant Religion exc long is not like to have many men of 
Parts and Learning able to defend it againſt its ſubtil and inveterate Ad- 
verſary the Church of Rome: And how doth this glad the Romiſh Ca- 
tholick at the very heart, and fill him with hopes, that in the next ge- 


. neration he fhall carry all before him, and that, how zcalous and ſuc- 


cel>ful ſocver ſome may now be, in preaching,” writing and diſputing 
againſi them 3 yet that the Children of them that do ſo, will be other- 


- wiſe minded, or at leaſt , through Tguorance and want of Learning, * 


will not be able to maintain the noble and righteous Cauſe, which ther ' 
Forcfathers did, and that irrefragably and invincibly. 

Now therefore lince the caſc is thus, O all you zealous, true-hearted, 
aud ſinnd Proteſt ants throughout th:ſe Kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
and Ircland,. let me humbly propound an - Expedient to you, that hath 
been upen my heart for ſome years z an Expedicnt, which I conceive 
isas feaſible 2s obvious, it God give mcn hearts readily to comply with 
what I (ſhall hcre ſuggeſt concerning it 3 which if they ſhall every where 
unanimouſly and vigorouſly ſet then ſclves about, I ſhall no way doubt, 
but that within the ſpace of fifteen er twenty zears, the truly Refoumcd 
Proteſt ant Religion ſhall have no want of ſuch as in due fimc, througa | 
the Blelling of God, ſhall become the learned ard uwxconquer able Deferd- 


. ers of it apainſt the greateſt Champions the Church of Rome ſhall be 


able to produce. 
Cis Nozw 


Now that whicti-in-order hereunto | have to propound, will briefly 
fall under two Propoſitions. _ 

Firſt, That afſoon as may be, all the Children of ſuch true-hearted 
2nJ Religious Proteſtants as are ſcattered up &&.down in the three King- 
doms and the ſeveral Schools in them, whether publ.ck orprivate, and 
ſhall be found-of pregnant parts, and well-grounded in Grammar-learn- 
ing, be ſpecdily-committed to fuch Pious, Orthodox.and-Learned men 
as ſhall be found'able and willing to inſtruc and educate them.in Vni-- 
verſity-Sixdies, and eſpecially in thoſe Languages, Artrand Sciences as 
may render them able Diſputants and good Diviner. IT confine my ſelf 
to the Children only of zruc-bearted. and Religious: Proteſtants, becauſe 


- E-preſume no others will make their.Childrea fo happy as to be ſobred 


uD> 
"BY That from time to-time, all true-bearted: and Religions 
Proteſtants, as aforeſaid (whether rich or poor) will ſet apart ſuch of 
their C hildren as they (hall find muſt eminent.and hopeful for natural Parts, 
Capacities and Diſpoſitions, unto this great ſervice of the Goſpel; and 
asthey grow up, to ſend them to the Grammar- Sehoolr, and ſo to high- 

| ex Studies., Scveral ObjeQtions, perhaps, may here come in- againſt 
theſe two Propoſitions 3 one from the rich Proteſtants, the. other from 
the poor. From the rich ; We have Eſtates to give our Children, ſay 
they, and thereupon jntend fome of: them for the Inns of Court, and: 
from theuce, for higher-employments 3 others we intend for Merchants, 


or ſuch and ſuch gainfl Trades, for what cacouragement is there to-- 


bring them up to that ſort of Learning which may fic them for Services 
in the Church, when they are not like to-ger- any preferment or employ- 
ment without ſuch finfal Compliences: and time-ſerving Conformities, 
both in Do@rines and Manners, as may corrupt their Hearts » de 
baxch their Conſciences, and endanger their Souls for ever ? ; 
To theſe ] anſwer 3 Firft, To thoſe that: deſign their Children to 


high employments,” in caſe they bring them up to the aforeſaid : : 
ſecrate 


Service of the Goſpel, and (as Hannah did her. Son Sammel} con 

them to the Lord, and to his Temple-work,, Fconceive, they thereby 
advance them to na mean employment_z- but. rather to 'as noble an one as 
any that:can be named 3 it is no deſpicable work in the Apoſtles ſence, 
20 ſerve at tbe Altar, nor was it:ſo in God's own account, when be glo- 
rified bis Sow Jeſus to be a Prieſt, Heb. 5. 4, 5+ Solomon was the greateſt 
and the wiſeft King youu the world had, and yet was a Preacher 3 
ſo'was David his Father, before him, a Preacher and a Prophet, Pſal, 40. 
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that they taught the People in the Cities of Fudah. © | 
And for thoſe that ſay they have Eſtates to give to theſe their Chil-- 
dren, by which they may be able to live without other preferments, 
eſpecially thoſe which come in by Eccleſiaſtical Employments 3 Well, ad 
mit it be ſo, will they. not. ſhew their love to Chriſt ſo much the more, in 
dedicating their Children and their Eftater too, unto his Service ? eſpe- 
cially in ſuch an: Age as this, when the right ſort of Proteſtants every 
where, for the moſt part, are ſo poor, that they cannot give ſo 1:- 
beral a maintenance to the painful Preachers of the Goſpecl,as they defire 
and gladly would if they were able and in caſe they bring up their 
Children to Idlenzfs,becauſe they have Eſtates to leave to them, and fo 
ut them into xo Calling or Employment at all, what do they thereby do, 
bn render them in a manner wholly wſelefs both to Church and State ? 
and which is worſe, expoſe them to all manuer of Temptatious and Dan- 
gers which are wont to accompany an idle courſe of Life : and what 
comfort can Parents have in this, or their Children either? or what ac- 
coxnts will they both give hereof at the laſt day * LT 
For thoſe that differ from both the former, that is, neither intend 
their Children for high employments, nor yet to leave them Eſtates 
without Callings, but defign them for £Merchandizing and other gaimn- 
ful Trades,becauſe they ſee no hopes of ray preferments,but upon 
the ill terms before mentioned: I ſhall only ſay thus much to them, if oe 
great cauſe of the future decay of the Proteſtant Religion ſhould be the 
want of ſuch able men to defend it, as their Children. in all probability 
might have proved to have been, had they been, in prre love to Chrift 
and his Truth, dedicated and brought up thereunto 3 and fo by that 
means, as much, if not more than any other, Popery-ſhould over-run 
this Land, what | will' their gainful Trades do them in ſuch a 
diſmal change ? and how little will God and their Country be beholding 
to them for. this their carnal policy and eager purſuit after worldly ad- 
vantages, with-the loſs of the Goſpel. and: the Trae Religion. which it 
holds forth * 
To that which is faid'concerning the want of encouragement from 
Fcclefiaft ical preferments 3 if Chriſt himſclf be worthy of credit, and 
may be believed' in what he ayes, ſuch as go forth in his Name, to- 
preach the everlaſting Goſpel, ſhall not want ſubſifFance nor enconrage- 
ment in that work 3 but ſhall be ſure where they come, to find welcon 
as well for their Perſons, as their Doftrinez; and ſhall not needto. 
take carc cither for ſcrips for thiir journey, or for 3yvo coats, or for ſhoes, 
| "> 


9, 10. So alſo were the Princes of Feboſhaphat 3 of whomitis ſaid, © 


or for lates, no, nor for Gold or Silver, or Braſs in thetr Purſes, Matth. 
.10. 9,'I0. 

ba this then ſuffice for anſwer to the ObjcQions of the rich Protee 

ants. 

ln Now for thoſe of the Poor they alſo d1> make two Objections 3 one 
is, that they are totally unable to maintain their Children, or to bring 
themupin Learving, either in Schools or Academies, they have not 
' wherewithal todoit. The other is, they are nccclitated to train them 
. up in ſome way even ſo ſoon as ever capable to get their own living, if | 
not to be belpfi] to them their poor Parents alſo, and ſo cannot ſpare | 
. or allow them time for ſuch education as aforc{aid : were we able, ſay * 
they, we would do it moſt willingly but we cannot. 

Now for the rcmoval of chis ditficulty, 1 would become an bumble © 
and earneſt petit:oxer to ſeveral ſorts of Rich Protzſtants in theſe King» *! 
doms. i 

Firſt, To all rich Proteſtants both Males and Females, that, though 
rich, yct by the Providence of God, ſome way or other, are determin- 
ed to a ſinglelife, and have power to diſperſe of their Eſtates as ſeemeth 
good unto themſelves. 

Secondly, To all ſuch rich Proteſtants in the married ſtate, that have 
| - Ice or Kindred to provide for, or at-lcaſt, ſuch as have no weed of 
them. 

Thirdly, To all ſuch rich Proteſtants, as, though bleſſed wich Chil. 
. dren, and inay have other Relations to take care of z, yet have ſo pl nt;- 
Fuel an Eft 2te, that when all are well provided for, enough remains for 
other ads of Pi-ty and Charity. | 

Fourthly, To all ſuch rich Proteftants as have purpoſes in their own + 
hearts to diſpoſe of the who!e or an, part of their Eſtates to ſome good | 
wſe or other, but are not yer determined which way to doit, but would | 
_' be gl2d to be adviſed how to improve what they have, ſo as God may +} 
be moſt glorified, and the publick, good advanced in the Places and Coun: * 
tries where they live, 

. To theſe four forts of rich Proteſtants 1 will now addreſs my (e!fs and * 
amoag other ads of Pzety which they may have thoughts of, would 
_ earnclily perſwade to theſe which follow. 
Ferſt, That ſuch pregn.mmt Youths as are above-deſcribed, who either 
| have wo parents alive, but are poor difticſed Orphany, apd in a manner 
. altogether friendleſs, or are the Children, of poor JYidows, poor Nen- 
eonfyyming Minifters, or other poor Proteſtants ſcaring God, may be 
.. adoxet 4 or taken care of by them, ia Gramm ir: $:h1ols anJ Academies, | 
for : 
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for the ends aforeſaid 3 and that in order hereunto, Feofſres in truft 
may be appointed ( | and faithful men) to ſeck out for ſuch as 
thoſe, and to place them in good Schools and Acadenties, under ſuch 

Maſters and Twtors as ſhall be found moſt able and faithful in infiructin 
ſuch as ſhall be ſy committed to their care,in Learning and Piety ; with 
this limitation, that incaſeany of the ſaid Youths grow debauched, or 
within the compaſs 04 the times prefixed for them to be provided for, 
do tall into any erroneous Opinions or evil praftices contrary or preju- 
dicial ro the true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, they ſhall thenceforth be 
caſhiered z and enjoy no turther | benetit of the ſaid Mainte- 

Hance | 
As for their Academical Stndies after they leave the Grammar- 
Schools, Ipropound zex or twelve years at leaſt to be ſpent in them 5 
for this main reaſon, 'that they may have ſpace ſufficient, before they 
entcr into the Miſtry, to lay a gocd foundation of ſolid Learning, 
and be the more ripened in their Parts and Abilities both Natural and 
Acquired, for ſo great a work as a right Preaching of the Goſpel is; 
for if they be of pregnant Wits, and good Sudents, they may within 
the ſpace of the ſaid ten or twelve years, be competently well acquaint- 
ed with the Learned Languages and all thoſe Liberal Sciences , the 
knowledge whercof is requitite to the ſtudy of Dirinityz and in all 
which by daily Ruily and practice, they will till become more and more 
expert, in which chict part of their ſtudics, T mean Divinity, I conceive 
it would not be amils , if they were particularly obliged by their Bene- 
fattors, to rcad ſuch of the ſoundefF and molt auci. ut Fathers and beft 
Scboolmen as comply mott wich the DoQrine of true Reformed. Prote- 
ftantiſm;, as allo, that they be further obliged: to read ſuch of the Mo- 
dern Whitcrs, both German and French, as are likewiſe of the ſame 
Fudgment , but cſpeciallly, that they be much verſed in onr Engliſþ 
Divines not touched with Arminianiſm or other the like Errors fuch 
ſuch as Jewel, both the Reynolds's, Perkins, Ameſius, Uſher, with 
the worthy Labours of Preſton, Sibs, Mr. Anthony Burges, Burroughs, 
Bridge, Mr. Iſaac Ambroſe, Allen, Owen, Greeabill, Mr. Sydrach Symp=- 
ſon,” Symouds, Spuritow, Sedgwick ,, aud many other of our Practical 
Divines that might be named 3 among which, I- would by no means 
have omitted the excellent Works of Dr. Thom: Goodrvin and Mr. Fo- 
ſeph Caryl 3 which Authors, and ſuch 1ike, when they have read over, 
aud wcll digeſted, they will undoubtcdly , with the Bleſſing of God 
upon their ſtudies, become able. men to preach the Goſpe}, and defend 
the true Proteſtant Religion again all Gainſayers whatſoeverz yea, and 
1. 


Speech, ſuch a ſweetneſs and excellency of knowledge in Goſpel-rruths, 
and (uch a melting and moving way of preaching, as will render them. 
bleſſed Teftrumen's of much ſpiritual good to their Hearers. O what a 
joyful ſound all over the three Kingdoms would ſuch ſilver Trumpets as 
thefe make! and what golden Candlefticks with burmng and- ſhining 
Lights in them would be ſet up where-ere they come ? 

This is the firli molt advantageous uſe ( as I humbly conceive ) and 
moſt of all tending to the Glory of God and the true publick Good, 
which ſich rich Proteſtants, as aforeſaid, might make of che Wealth and 
Abundance which the-Lord hath given them. If any Deſign in the 
| world be worthy to be accounted a Noble Defign, ſurely chis is,. thus to 
propagate the truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion 3 and eſpecially at ſuch 
8 time as this is, to revive it, as it were, out of its own Aſhes. 

The founding of Hoſpitals for the relief of aged and needy people, is 
a good At ; and the ſetting the poor on work, is another; fo is the 
binding out of poor Children to be Apprentices, and thereby be made 
able to live, and be uſctul in the world 3 but this, methinks, is a work 
beyond them all 3 and indeed, at this time, and in this Age, of greateli 
eceſſity and import ances 

The conſideration whereof, I ſuppoſe, was one of the chiefeſt Rea- 
ſons that ſtirred up thoſe 1wo moſt worthy Patriots, Eraſmus Smith and 


Thomas Foley Eſq3 ( both yet alive ) to erect their Famous Schools of + 


Grammar-Learning, and deviſe ſuch Statutes and Orders for the good 
Government and Education of the 1wmerons Touth in them, as might 
; moſt conduce unto this wery end; three of which ſaid Schools were 
Founded by the (aid Eraſmus Smith Efqz ſome few years ſince in Tre- 
land, with a Revenue amounting, in ſome ſhort time, if well mana- 
ged, to no lels than fourteen hundred pond per annum (as I am afſu- 


redly informed ) given for ever, for the maintenance and ſupport of | 


them. The other, very lately by the ſaid Thomas Foley Eſqz in Waree« 
fterſhire, with an ample Revenue likewiſe for the upholding of it. 

Rare Examples,and highly worthy of imitation, were there any to be 
found ſo well minded ! Perhaps ſome may be found 3 we will hope the 
beſt : and ſhould this little Treatiſe any way conduce thereunto, how 
ſhould I think it a Mercy and Hoyoxr, that ever God put it into my 
heart to writc it, and thereby occaſion any to engage in ſo bleſſed a 


OF Ro 
if it be objc&ted, how can this be done, if men had never ſo good 


2 mind to it? For arc not places of Publick Education every where | 
grown ; 


Ire "> 
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in ll probability, will attain unto ſuch an Elaquence and ſhea of | 


grown ſo corrupt, and-debauched, that ſuch as fear God dare not ad» | 
venture theirChildren in thcmztcr how hopeful ſoever they may be when 
they come thither 3 yet have not too many found by ſad experience, the 
power of the Temptations they have there met with, even to their utter , 
undoing, ? 

I anſwer, That were it once reſolved upon by the rich Proteſtants a- 
forcſaid, as they live ſcattered up and down the Three Kingdoms, and 
care taken by them to educate ſuch Touths in every City, Great Town, 
and Countrey, and this known to be ſo 3 no doubt is to be made, but as. 
good Schoolmaſters would be found , to do their parts without the Vni-. 
verſities > ſo good Tutors would ſeat themſelves within the Univerſities: 
to receive Pupils from all parts, that ſhould be ſent to them : Perhaps 
indeed they might not be admitted into the Colledges upon the accounc 
of Nonconformity 3 but yet perhaps they might be admitted to inbabit 
ſomewhere without the Colledges, as Students from all parts of the 
world do in the Unzverſities . axe z as at Leyden, Utrecht, Padua, 
Paris, Heidelburg, and many others 3 by means whercof, they may be 
preſent at all prublick Diſputations, Lefiures, and other U»verſity-Ex- 
erciſes, and bear their ſhare in them, and in due time take their Degrees 
too ( if not enſuared with Oaths, or otherwiſe hindercd ) and be as 
eminent in all parts of Learning, as any others ; but it our Univerſities 
here at home, will not admit them to live among them, but extermixate 
and calt them out, they might be ſent by their BexefaGors to the beſt 
Univerſities abroad, particularly to Cambridg in New-England, who arc 
- wont to admit of Strangers, and that gladly too, from whatſ ever parts 
they come. O happy day world that be, could we once ſee it ! it the ſeveral + 
hundreds of ſ.ch rich Proteſtants, as aforeſaid, which might be found in 
theſe Kingdoms, would ſet apart ſome Annual Revenue to continue for 
cver, for ſo brave aServize 3 how many thouſands of pounds yearly might 
be raiſcd with eaſe, and diſpoſed of this way ? and how many hundreds 
of hopeful young Branches might thus continually from time to time, 
ſpring up to ſzcceed the old ones that decay (o fall, and die daily? 

Methought it very much affedtcd me many years fince, when I aw 
at the Feſuites-School at Antwerp, a great number of the Flower of the 
Youth ot the City and Comntrey thereabout, to be trained upin a Reli- 
gion ſo wicked and 14-latrous as the Popiſh Religion is 3 ſhall thefte men 
of ſo falſe a Religion be lo ſ{edulous and carctul to railc up a fucccflion. 
of able inlirumcnts to maintain their rotten Canſe, and not think the 
moſt ripe-witted and very bejt-Partcd of their Children to bc.at all difp.c- 
raped , but much hoxeured rather, to be ſo employed ? A 1d hall Prote- 
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- fants be otherwiſe minded concerning their Children, and Jeſs careful 
for their Religion ? 

And though 1 judge this firſt meats now named, viz. the education 
of Tomths in ſound Religion and good Learning, to be the ſpeedieſt and 
very beſt that can be propounded for retriving and advancing of true 
Proteſt az:tiſm, 'yct I couccive "other methods added thereunto, will yet 
give ſcme farther good help thercin : and therefore, _ 

Secondly, 1 do farther humbly move that the aforeſaid rich Proteſtants 


| - will make another Annual Proviſion to continue for ever,for the teaching 


of poor Children, both Males and Females,to read the Scriptures, and to 
learn ſome good Catechiſmes, containing full and clear Intiructions in all 
the principal and neceſſary Points of the true Reformed Proteſtant Religion, 
and this in every place throughout theſe Kingdoms 3 eſpecially in og 
Cities, Great Towns and Villages, where the poor do mo#F abound, and 
where is greateft Ignorance and Prophancneſt 3 and that yearly Salaries 
may be ſct!ed to be conſtantly and duly paid to Schoolmaſters and Schoot- 
miſtreſſes to that end and alfo that ſome Reward be givento ſuch of 
the ſaid Children ( ſuppoſe a Bible, or ſuch like ) that are quickefF in 
their Learning, and ſhall have firſt read over the Bible, and can give 
the beft accoznt of their Catecbifm 3 this would much encreaſe a good 
emulation among them, and by an holy craft engraft the knowledge of 
Chriſt in them. 

Rewards likewiſe of this kind, or a certain ſum of money allotted 
yearly to ſuch aged people and poor ſervants, whether Males or Females, 
as cannot read but by their own induftry , with ſuch helps as they can 
get, do at laſt attain unto it, and can make proof thereof; and farther, 
that having learned thus to read, they do dayly fend ſome time in 
xcading the Bible and ſome good Catechiſmes, would be money well gi- 
wen. Who knows what even ſwch a meaſure of knowledge as many an 
one may get thisway, may do.? Who knows how many a precious ſoul 
may be ſaved by it * I am ſure no better courſe can be taken to ſpread 
abroad the light of truth, the rules of holineſs, and to chaſe away Ig- 
woraxce and Prophaneneſs, where it abounds moſt, nor where people are 
thus inftrutted, would the bufie Papifts andtheir Emiſſaries be able to 
ſeduce ſo many, as 'tis juſtly to be feared they now do, and will do, 
eſpecially in the dark, and remote parts of theſe Kingdoms. And as in 
all places, thus to provid? and raiſe up choice Inftraments, and to inſtruct 
poor ignorant Creatures, whether old or yoxng, in manner aforeſaid,and 
for the ends aforeſaid, would be an excellext work fo to do it there 
molt of all, where is moſt need, will be moſi praiſe-worthy as in Wales 
| ( cſpe- 
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( eſpecially in North-wales, and ſuchof the Northern-Conntries, and 0+ 
ther parts of Ezgland, as are moſt ignorant of God, and are leaſt able, - 
without the helps aforeſaid, to train up their Children, either for pub- 
tick Service, or at leaſt, ſo far as tobe able in their owa Mother-Tongue, 
whether Welch or Engliſh, to read and know the Scriptures. 

And becauſe of all parts of His Majeſties Dominions, the pcor Welch 
Countrics (cem to be moſt deftitmte of the ſaving Knowledge of God, 
and the means of it, partly for want of Bibles, Catcchiſms and other 
good Books in the IYelch Tongue 3 and partly for want ot learned and 
good men, able to preach in that Language to them, I therefore hum+ 
bly propound on behalf of the ſaid Welch people, to all conſiderate pcr- 
ſons, whethcr it would not be another moſt excellent work, of Piety, Chri- 
ftian Charity and Pity to Souls, if the rich Proteſtants, living in thoſe 
Countries, or clſewhere, ſhould ſet apart an Annual Revenue for ever, 
for the maintaining of ſuch good and able men to preach in the Welch 
Tongue: to ſuch of them as underſtand no other 3 I mean, ſuch peacea- 
bly-minded Noncorforming Miniſters, as by reaſon of their Nonconformi- 
ty, how peaceably-minded ſocver they be, cannot be capable of the 
publick maintenance. And asa farther help to the ſaving knowledge 
of Chriſt in thoſe parts, I once more humbly propound, whether it 
would not be a worthy work for the aforeſaid rich Proteftants,to take caye 
that every year, an Impreſſion of Welch Bibles, and the worthy Labours 
of fome of the chicfett of our ſoundeſt Prafiical Divines be” likewiſe 
turned into the Welch Tongue, and printed, and given to ſuch as ſhall 
be found moſt deſirous of them , but »or able to purchaſe thrm 3 and 
thisecurſe to continue from year to yczr, till there be a ſofficrent ſtore 
of Pibles, and other good Buoks in that Langage, for the uſc of the 
faid Ielch Countries. 

But methinks I hcar ſome ſay, All the ways and means hcre pro- 
poundcd for the reſtoring of the true Proteſtant Religion, and the far- 
ther advancement of it, arc very good ; and no doubt is to be made, but 
bleſſed ces will come of it, were they ſpeedily and vigoroully proſe - 
cutcd and put in praQtice z but who can purſwade diſſenting Brethren to 
ſuch an amicable, ſincere and hearty cloſure, as is defircd ? Who can 
perſwade the Parents of Children every where, and others, that are the 
Governors of Familics, or any way have thc care of Souls, to lay 
ſound knowlcdge into the minds of ſuch as are committed to their 
charge, by Catecherrcal Inſtrufions as hath been ſuggeſted ? Who can 
perſwade o'd and youug, to tabe pains in going from houle to houſe, per- 
fonally ro converſe each with other, for mutual and further rg 
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tion? Laſily, Who can perſwade the rich Proteſtants every where, to 
lay out the whole, or any part of their Eſtates in the ſeveral wayes, and 

for the pious ends propounded ? Alas! theſc are great things, and not 

to be hoped for in this Age, a mach better Spirit muſt be found a- 

Tmong, all ſorts of men, bcfore ſuch Cornnſels as thele will take 

lace. . 

, I conf:fs, *tis true, the work is difficult, and not to be in the leaft 

attempted { much les is it like to be accompliſhed ) by any humane 

power 3 but as difficult as it is, and feeming|ly, even impoſſible 3 yet me- 
thinks one way remains that may render it not only feaſable , but ealily 

pradiicable alſo,and cxpeditiouſly proſpcrous,mnd that is, the power of God 
put forth upon the hearts of men 3 he is the Lord God Omnipotent, 
reigning and ruling in, and over all his Crcatures 3 he dith whatſTever 
be pleaſeth both in Heaven and in Earth; if he ſay the word, and give out 
his command, even to the moſt obltinate, and imvinceibly infleaable to 
any thing that is good,they preſently obey 3. he that can cleave the Rocks 
aſunder, melt the Mountains, and tun the whole Univerſe uplide down, 
what cannot he do upon the Spirit, the Mind and Soul of any one 
whatſoever, to twrx.and excline it which way he pleaſeth ? 

Well then, this I ſuppoſe will be granted, that how fierce and keen 
fo:ver diſſ-nting Brethren have been, and ſtill are, one towards another, 
how morſe, ſharp, froward (oeverz yet he can take off that ferocity, that 
frrity and fierceneſ5, and put them into a meek and bumble temper 3 he 
that can make Lions to lie down with Lambs, and Leopards with Kids, 
ſure can make the Lambs and the Kids to agree among themſelves ; he 
that can give that wiſdom ( where *tis wanting ) which is from above, 
and firſt pure, 1b'u peaceable, gentle, and eafie 10 be entreated;, he can 
quickly, faſtly. firmly, ſweetly unite all his people, and (o in like man» 
ner he can perſwade to all the reſt of the Matters now propounded. 

K it be (aid, A)l this we know God can doz for who can hinder 
Onmipotence it (elf from doing whatever it hath a mind to? But what 

1d have we,or can we have to believe that he will do it ? 

I Anſwer, could we ſce but one thing generally praGtiſed by all rruc- 
licarted ſound Proteſtants, throughout theſe three Kingdomesr, viz. a cone 
ftant courſe of earneſt. and fervent Praycr kept on foot, Could we (ee 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplication poured forth upon the Houſe of D.- 
vid, and tbe Inbabitants of our Goſpel-Jeruſalem, for the obtaining of 
the Particulars aforc-mentioned, by ſctting the power of God on work to: 
effec them 3 I think there would be good ground to aftirm, even without 


all peradventure, that he will. do it, at lkatt ſo far, as ſhall make for. | 
| his. : 
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three, to perſwade to a Belzef thercot. 
Firſt, That he is, and alwayes will b2 willing to bear his Peoples 
prayers, and that in any thing they ſhall call upon him- for -( provided: 


they pray aright, from right Principles, ina right manner, and to righc._. 


ends) is evident from his Natzrez he is a God of a molt merciful, ſweet 
and gracious dilpolition 3 the Scripture every where deſcribes him (o 3 a 
God full of Bowels he hath his CARA. his texerrimos motues, his 
tender mercies, £TAdſxia onTpuby, Bowls of Mrrcy and Commiſlera- 
tions. This Chriſt him(elt bears witneſs-to, Luke 18.7, 8. Where, af- 
ter he had put forth a Parable from the unjuſt Fudge to the poor oppre(- 
ſd Widow, and did it tothe end, that men ought alwayes to pray, and 
wot to faint 3 he adds theſe words, if the importunity of the poor wi- 
dow with the unjuſt Judge, prevailed for juſticc, though he otherwiſe 
had zo mind to do her Jutticc, ſ5./l ot God ( ſaith he) avenge his own 
Ele&, which cry night and day unto him, though he bear long with them ? 
T tell you that he wil! avenge th:m ſp:edily. He is (0 propenſe to Mercy, I, 
and to Juſtice too, that whenever his people cry unto him, he will ſhew 
them mercy in the very exec#tion of his Jultice upon his Enemies ; But 
mark here, when will he do this ? when they cry unto him, when they 
figh and groan out their Complaints, a3 the poor [{raelites d:d under their 
Oppreſſions in Egypt, and as Daniel and the three Children did in the fiery 
Furnace and the Lion's Den, Tye ſighings of his Priſoners came up before 
bim, Pſal. 79. 11. 

Secondly, It is lik2wiſe evid2 :t thit it 13, and muſt needs be (6 3 
nam<ly, thit Gd is, and aways will be willing to bear bis Peoples pray- 
ers, when for tmatter and manner they pray aright,as was before hinted) 
from the Engagement which he is under , and hath freely laid upen 
himſelf, ſo to do 3 tor hath he not promiſed, and that often, that when- 
ever by people pray unto bin, and ſeek him with their whole heart, thzy 
ſhall be ſure to find bim £ Nay,hath he not commanded,that they ſhould 
call upon bim ia time of troubl:?and th2nu backed that command with a 
ſpecial aſſur ance given, that when they do fo cry, be will give a gracias 
Audience? Plul. 50. 15- compared with Fer. 29. 12, 13, 14 Multi- 
tuics of Paſſapes in H.ly I/rit put this altogether out of queſtion 3 as 
mong which | cannot omit to mention that molt emphatizal place in Iſa. 
65+ 24+ Ir ſhall come to paſs thit before thcy call (the Prophet ſpeaks it 
of the Lord's pcoplc ) I wil anſwer betore they call ! Mark that 3. God 


will be more ready to anſwer than they to call, mere ready to bear than they. 
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his ow# Glory, and the accompliſhment of whatſoever good he infends | 
for his people. And among other Arguments,I ſhall mention only theſe, 
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fo ſpeaks and this alſo, doth not our 


bleſſ:d Saviour more than once t 

' bear witneſs to concerning his Father 3 namcly, That whatſoever we ack , 
of the Father in bis Name, he wall give it, John 15. 16. & chap. 16. 23. 
Thirdly, For farther confirmation unto this great and bleſſed Truth, 0 

- that God is willing to bear bis Peoples Prayers, hath he not left ore of | 5 
Taſtaxces upon record, that de fatto he hath done ſo, and that frum age | 


zo age, throughout all generations ? Did he not hear the Groanings of 
the Children of J1/-ael under their cruel Twkmaſters in Egypt? Didhe | 


| not hear the Cries of the poor captive Fews 1n Babylon, and at laſt bring | 
| S themoutfrom thence? Did not the Supplications of Ezra, Nebemiab, T-4 
| Daniel, in the three ninth Chaptcrs of their ſeveral Books, come upto + y 

Heaven, and find accePtance, both for theraſelves, and all the rett of y 


their diftreſſed Brethren? Did not the Prayers of Mordecai and the per= 8 a 
plexed Jews in Shuſhan, added to thoſe of Qaecn Eſther and her Mat» © » 


dens, prevail againſt proud Hamay ? Did not the Crics of Joxah, even © t& 
ont of the Belly of the Whale, find a paſſage through the ſarging waves ? *' 
and prove (o quick, even with their watry wings, that they came in un" Aa 
to God, even unto his holy T; emple? as the expreſſion is, Fonah 2.7. Time © at 
would fail to relate the pleaſant ſtories to this purpoſe, which ſtand up- | ti 
on record, not only in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, p 
but alſo in all othrr Ecclefiaſtick Story, ' W 
Well then, the Premiſes conſidered what remains, but that T now call 8 m 
upon all 1rze-bearted Proteſtants througkcut theſe three Kingdoms, G 
that they would take encouragement from hence, and (ct upon this prays — ar 
ing-work with all poſſible ſpeed and vigour 3 cſpccially two things more tt 
being farther confidered. w 
Firſt, That God is as willing to hear Prayers ow as ever, as kind, ut bi 
merciful, and us mach engaged to his People that truly fearhim, and ſeek ou 
unto him, 4s ever, and will be as faithful in prrforming with his Peo- ab 
ple as ever he was. ut 
Secondly, That the ſtate of the true Reformed Proteſtant Church and th 
People of God wever bad more need of Prayer z never was at a lower ebb cri 
than now, never had more numerors and potent enemies lo grapple with, L: 
fince the times of Reformation came in among us. M 


' Theſe arguments one would think ſhould have forcc enough in them, , at 
with all good and ſound: bearted Chriſtians, to put them upon this ſo ' no 
needful, ſeaſonable, and ( if well managed ) ſucceſ5ſul Duty of Prayerz — mic 
2 Duty, which hath done ſuch wonders in all ages 3 the prevalenry of an 
which hath been atccitcd by (o rich experience in them that have made thi 
trial ot t> a Daty which Gad him(clf calls us fo muct unto, | tec 
takes | 


; ted together in one ? 
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takes ſo much delight 'in, and hath encouraged by ſo many Promiſes. 
'Tis true, the Devil is-a great enemy to it, and evil-minded men op- 
poſe it what they can, becauſe where this is much in uſe, it greatly 
fights 2gainſt and keeps down the Dominion of Sin and Satan, not only 
in the hearts of particalar men and women, but in whote States and 
Kingdoms- 

Itany fay, it is ind'ed a Command, and fo a #zcefirry as well as a 
very profitable Duty, and God forbid but it ſhould every where be much 
in practice, in every Cloſet, in every Family, in every publick, and ſo- 
lemn Congregation, at the due times and ſeaſons of it 3 but what do 
you mean when you call fo earneſtly upon the Proteſtants to pray ? do 
you mean to perſwade them to break the King's Laws by Conventicling 
and meeting together in great numbers for this Duty ? *tis ſome extra- 
ordinary kind of praying ſure, you intend by this your ſo zealous exhor- 
tation to it. To which I anſwcr. 

It 1s indeed an extraordinary Spirit of Prayer which I long to ſee in 
all the Lord*s people, there being fuch extraordinary occaſions for it 3 
and therefore beſides the ſecret, private and publick, Prayers before men- 
tioned, in Cloſets, Familizs, and folemn Congregations m times of 
publick Worthip; it is the vehwment defire of my Soul, that they 
world once every week at leaſt, ſet apart foine time, more or lefs, as 
may confift with their f.veral Callings and Employments, to call upon 
God by earneſt Prayer, and this all over the Three Kingdoms, wherc-ever 
any true praying Saints can be found, that can conveniently meet toge= 
ther: which todo, and that with mighty wreſtlings, as Facob did, 
when in danger of his Brother Eſau; I underftand not how it is a 
breach of any of the King's Laws, unleſs the late Law againlt Religi- 
ous Meetings be intended 3 but to grant ſuch Meetings as theſe to-be 
ablolutely unlawful in themſelves, or to be intended by that Law, I 
underſtand not any further, than that the number beyond fonr (beſides 
the Houſe-keeper ) in ſuch Meetings, may by that Law render them 
criminal : but where offence is taken at the number excecding what the 
Law dire&s, why my not the good p2ople of Englaztd make up their 

Mectings ## that very number which # allowed, rather than not to meet 

at all; or ſo meet as to give offence unto the C.. il Magiſtrate? Will 

not the number of torty perſons, meeting im eight or ten diſtin compa+» 
ziey , be as prevalent with God, a3 if they all made up but one Meeting ? 
and will not the Gifts and Graces of many more particular perſons be 
thus exerciſed, than can bc, it all the cght or ten Meetings were uni» 


But 


principal ſubject Matter of this ſpecial and extraordinary Meeting toge« 
/ ther in Prayer? This indeed to be unanimouſly agreed upon, and eve. 
ry wherc, as it were, nv texore, with oze conſent, to be put up by all 
praying Saints, would be very material, and much conducing to the 
ends tor which it is here humbly moved 3 an wniverſzt Harmony and 
Agreement in the things prayed for, muſt nceds be excellent, and, from 
the very agreement that is in it, be the more prevalent 3 for doth not 
Chriſt himſelf intimate ſo much unto his Diſciples, Matth. 18. 19? 
If two of you ſhall agree (* oVuPAIAWAY ) on earth, as touching any 
thing that they ſhall 5k, it ſhall be done for them of my Father which is 
in Heaven, 1 a right ſpiritual Prayer, whercin the Heart and the 
Month of any one that prayes alone, do agree together, be a Divine Me- 
lody , ſweet and delicious Mufick, in the cars of God, as himſelf tells 
us it is, Cant. 2. 14+ Let me hear thy voice (aith he) thatis, her voice 
in prayer ) for ſweet is thy waice 3 1 lay, it it be rue thus of oxe ſingle 
perſon praying alone, mull 1t not necds be ſo much mire when the hearts, 
minds and ſpirits of divers agree zogether, when mct about that bleſſed 
work ? Inſtances for this might be given take one inſtead of many ; 


But now the. next thing to be conſidercd, is, what ſhould be the. 


PRA. 


| Itis that: of the Prophet Malachi , chap. 3- 16. where we thus read, ! 
Then they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to anoth:r ( and alſo one : 
with another in this Duty of Prayer) and the Lord bearkned and beard, | 
obſcrve the Paſſage 3 he bearkned, as men do to ſome rare conſort of Mus | 
ficks and ſo indecd the word Symphony uſed by our Saviour himſelf, in ! 
the place before-quoted, every one knows, that knows any thing of ' 


the Greek, Tongxe, doth properly lignific an Harmony of Voices, or of | 


Inftrumen's, or both togetner « Thus Nvvarinus in locum 3 Verbs | 
Greco elegans ſubejt Met aphora, ov{uqoev, de Muſics vocum concentu bars | 
monicoqz ſono dicitur, tanquam ſi diceretur, nom minus gratam eſſ- Deo ' 
con:ordem plurium orationem quam Conceitus Muſicus bominum auribus ſit | 


gr afuse 


foot, and conſtantly kept up, in the practice of it, till the Scene of 


This then being a good reaſon for ſach a agreement in the matter of | 
ſuch extraordinary Prayer, as | humby move may be every where ſet on * 


things be fo altered, that the Harmony ot Prayer, may beput inio a wew | 


Twne of Praiſes Among other Pctitions winch it {hall pleaſe the Lord 


by his good Spiriz to frame in the hearts ot all praying Saints, I con- | 
ccive the Matters mentioned in the forc.going Diſcourtc, will be very | 


pertinent and f-afonable, as prrſvant to the cnds difigncd by its ; 


name]y, 


That 


© That all the Particulars before diſcourſed upon in this ſmall Treatux, 
vize a ſweet Harmony and Agreement between all diſſenting Parties, a" 
conſcientious performance of all the before-mentioned F amily-Duties,, 
may be every where ſet on foot 3 with ſuch other Methods as are pro- 
pounded for the encreaſe of knowledge, and the eſtabliſhing of the 
minds of people in the truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion, now ſo much 
ſtruck, at 3 and eſpecially, that God would pleaſe to ſtir up the Rich 
Proteſtants to the forementioned works of Picty and Charity, for the 
preſervationof the ſaid truly Reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the de- 
liveri::g of it down to the Generations that are to come. 

It earneſt Prayer be put up for this, and that wniverſally, by all 
that know how to pray, throughout all theſe Three Kingdoms, namely, 
on behalfof theſe Rich Proteſtants, as well as in the other particulars 
beforementioned, who can tell, what a choice publick, Spirit God may 
put into thum ? He can make even the Niggard bountiful, and the 
Churl liberal; he can open the Hearts, Hands, Purſes, and poſſels the 
minds of thouſands with the excellent Service they may do this way 3 
not only to the preſent, but the Future Ages : He can tell them, and 
ſet it home upon them, that they cannot poſlibly boyorr the Lord with 
their ſubſtauce more effeGually in this world, than to ſet it a running in 
the forementioned Channels, that by this means, that is, by propaga- 
ting and delivering down the trxe Proteſtant Religion to all poſterity, by 
ſuchan uſe of their Eſtates, as aforclaid, will greetly tarx unto their ac= 
; count both here and hereafter. 

Firlt here 3 even in ths lite, and that many wayes for will they not 
hereby, not only provide for many poor Childrens outward ſubſiltence 
and livelihood in this world ? But which is a greater thing, give ad- 


vantage to the improvement of the Parts and Natural Gifts of many a / 


Fine Wit tor publick Scrvices, that otherwiſe would be in a manner 


wholly loft, and become ſeleſr, both in Church and State, for want of ' 


an ingenious education ? And, which 1s yet more, will they not keep 
up a learned and able Miniſtry 3 and thereby, in time, make up the la- 
mented loſs of thoſe many famous, burning and ſhining Lights, which of 
late years have been extzuguiſhed, and itil] are mote and more cxtin- 
euiſhcd every day ? and will they not by this means likewiſe, have the 
Prayers of Multitudes continually ſent up to Heaven for them , that 
Bl:ſings of all ſorts may be poured down upon them and theirs ? Yea, 
and will not ( 2s the Apottle {ayes in much the like caſe, 2,Cor. 9. 11, 
12, 13.) this very thing, namely, this bountifulneſs and liberal diftri- 
bution tor fo brave 8 Service unto the Saints ( as well thoſe that are not 
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Hereafter, at the great Tribunal of God 3 how great a reward will 
it lay up for them, and how bigh a place will it mount them toin hea. 
ven ? all thoſe thouſands of men and women that ſhal] come toa true 
knowledge of God, and the ſaving of their precious Souls in after. 
ages, as a conſequence 'and effeft of this their ſo pious diſpoſal of their 
wealth, will they not' paſs for ſach as they have ſome wav been im- 


firumental in the faving of? The Converſions wrought by :thoſe men, 


which they ſhall have brought up, and have given a /tberal and h1ly E- 
ducation to, will theynot, in part, be aſcribed to them ? The Rulcin 
Philoſophy is true her$, Cauſa cauſe ef cauſa canſati 3 in all noble afts, 
the firft and remote Canſe is to be acknowledged the ſpring and fountain 
of the next and more immediate cauſes and the good effeds thereof. 
When ſtout and valiant Champions which they inftrumentally ſhall 
have thous raiſed up, not only for the propagating of the truly Reformed 
Proteftant Religion, but for a ſtrenuous defence of it alſo, againtt all Op- 
Poſers whatſoever 3 and when the minds of p__ every where, ſhall 
thercby be (o fixed and eſtabliſhed, as to be able to ſtand againlt all 


yet born, as thoſe that are ) canſ: many Thenkegivings | unto God? 


ſhocks and florms, ſo that no Errors, no Powers, no Fa@tions, Conſpirae | 


eter;. Subtilties, or combined intereſt of a Popiſh Pariy; no Prie#ts or 
Feſaites, or their Adherents ſhall be ever able to binder the growth of 
true Proteſtantiſm , much leſs exterminate it out of theſe Kingdomes; 
what matter of Foy will this be to all ſuch Rich Proteftants, as upon the 


conſecrating of their Eſtates to the uſes aforeſaid, ſhall ſee ſuch bleged | 
efſer. aid fruits thereof; yea, and as was before ſaid, what high re- | 


ward too ſhall they be ſure to be enriched with in the other world upon 
thisaccount ?- 

But now on the contrary, how much otherwiſe will it be with all 
ſuch rich Proteftants, eſpecially ſuch of them as pretend to a profeſſion of 
Religion ( and-it may be, amongſt the moſt zealous Proteſtants too } 


and yct have hearts ſo eaten into, yea {0 eaten #p, and even gangren'd | 


with Covetowſueſs > that, 

Firft, They are ſo far from doing, good to others with the abundance 
off wealth which they reckon themſelves Maſters of, that thcy live like 
ſlaves themſelves to it, ſo penuriouſly, ſo ſparingly, ſo pinchingly, that 
every wiſe obſerver.of them cannot but wonder at their folly, and every 
good man pity it. 

Secondly, When any opportunity 1s offered them for advancing any 
work of publick, or private Charity, be the xeceſſity and execllexcy theres 
of never © viſible and apparent 3 yet, they cither tigd pitiful excuſes, or 
frivolous 
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frivolons Arguments againſt it;-and fo plainly: reje@ itz or, it wv... 
part with any thing, it is in ſo ſmall a pittance, and with ſo much: pars 
and difficulty, as if they were letting out ſo much of their Heart» 
blood. 

I ſay concerning ſuch miſerably-minded rich men as theſe, how Iamen= 
table is their condition here ? and how much more lamentable is it like to 
be hereafter ? for the evinciyg of both which, it would be well for this 
ſert of men frequently and with all ſeriouſneſs, to read and conſider theſe 
following great Scripture-Truths wherein they are deeply concerned, and 
for whoſe ſake, after an eſpecial manner, they ſecm to be made a part of 
the Divine Oracle, and to be left upon record. We. | 

Fir(t, The manifold miſchiefs, burts and dangers that this wretched 
ſpirit of theirs inevitably hurries them into, as is expreflcd at large in 
Prov. 28. 20, 22. and in Eecleſ. 5. from v. 10, to 18. compared with 
Mat. 13.22. 1 Tim. 6. 9, 10. Fam. 4+ 4,5. from wy. 1,to 5. 

Secondly, With as much ſeriouſneſs and frequency to read and confider 
that paſſage, 1 Jobs 3- 17. Whoſo bath this world's good, and ſteth his 
Brother have need, and ſhutteth up bis Bowels of compaſſion from him; how 
dwelleth the love of God in him? And what advantage will he have by 
his wealth, if God hath no /ove for him, nor he for God and his people, 
in a right uſe and improvement of it ? | 

Thirdly, and laſtly, Let them ſeriouſly conſider , that being but 
Stewards for God, and muft give an account of their Stewardſhip; as is 
fully ſet forth in the Parable of the rich man's Steward, in Luke 16. Their _ 
account of all others, is like to be the moſt dreadful, and thereupon have * 
they not nced to uſe this, or the like Letany ? | 

From an exceſſive love unto, inſatiable deſires after the world, with a 
vebement and moſt eager. purſuit thereef', from the ſordid ſpirit of the vile 
perſon, mentioned by the Prophet Iſaiah, chap. 32. from v.'5-to 8. from 
the God-provoking, ſoul-damning ang deteſt able fin of Covetonſneſs, which 
i Idolatry \, from an excluſion out of Heaven, and the loſs of eternal lifes 
from the Treaſures of wrath heaped up againſt the day of wrath, and frm 
the everlaſting burnings of unquenchable flames among the Devils in Hell, 
which are the Miſcr's portiwn > Good Lord deliver us. 6] 

And now fora Cloſe of all, I will end with this earneſt requeſt and 
defire, that all ſuch, eſpecially ſuch rich perſons as would be further n= 
firucted and invitcd to the praQice of what in this ſmall Treatiſe is here 
humbly offered, would purchaſc to themſelves, and caretully read Over 
a Book of ſmall price 3 but as pithy a Book, ard as argumentative*though 
in a plain ſtile ) as any I know. The Title of it is, The Swreft and 
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An Appendix. 


He conſideration of . two things, methinks, ſhould very mach affes 

all ſound and true-hearted Proteſtants. | 

Firſt, The great and continual decay of the old Stock, of our Learned, A- 
ble,Orthodox,Faithful,Laborious, Proteſtant Divines. How faft do they 
drop away?how do.they die daily? And how are the Flocks and People 
they were Shepherds unto,every where left deſtitute ? To ſay nothing of 
thoſe Famous Lights which were extinguiſhed inſthe foregoing Age, viz. 
te rcverend Mr. Greenbams, Hilderſhams, Reynolds, Dods,Clevers, Scud- 
ders, Twiſſes, Byfields, Batemans, Rogerſes , Capels, Boltons, Balls, 
Whartons, Wards, Bowleſes, Perkinſes, Ameſiuſſes, Straughtons, Har- 
riſes , Pinks:, Wheatleys , Whites , Wilſons, and hundreds more, 
What 'ſore blows in this kind have we reccived within this laſt twenty or 
five and twenty years? How many Marſhals, Burroughſes , Wilſons, 
Goodrins , Carters, Sympſons , Bonds, Feanſes, Sydenhams, Palmers, 
Symonſes, Whitakers, Arrowſmiths, Youngs, Vineſes, Gatakers, Aſher, 
Perns, Hills, Collinſes, Beadles, Fullers, Cawdreys, &c ? Yea, within 
this laſt fifteex years, how many N»ltons, Taylors, Strongs, Slaters, 
 Sedgeowicks , Ruttons, Spurſtows , Burgeſſes , Helmſes , Hammonds ? 
Yea, within one five years, how many Tuckneys, Stauntons, Reyners, 


 "Calamies,Newcomens,Greenhils, Bridges, Malories,Caryls,Nyes? And among 


Others, how many young ones in the very Prime and Flower of their age, 

and heat of their work in the Lord's Vineyard, have becn_ cropt off? 
How many Swinnocks, Sammſes, Allens, Woods, Blakes, Pearſes, Ste- 
ries, Loaders, Vennings, Faneways ? 

Secondly, The very few or almo#t none at all that have come up in the 
room of them nor (as things now ſtand) are like to do for the laſt fife 
zeex years together, where have any been found. ( ſetting the Confor- 
mable Clergy aſide ) who have filled up the places of the toremention- 
ed, cither in Life or Dodrine, in Studies or Preaching, or in ſuch an 
elaborate care of Souls, as thoſe deceaſed Worthies underwent, even un» 
to the death 2? | 

Now of all others, ſhoyld not you the fincere-bearted Profeſſrs of the 
id Reformed Proteſtant Religion, and the true lovers of itz you the 
Parents of Children, and you the Friends to othes young Relations - 
pecially, 


M. 


pecially, (if numerow, Or any way committed to your ea, © 
folicitow for their ſouls welfare now in this next following Age, ana .. 
down to ſucceeding times ? Would you not be willing that your Chil- 
dren and your Childrens Ghildren ſhould be good Proteſtants ? and in or- 
der thereunto, that ſornd, able and faitbful fr rang ſhould 


from time'to time be bred up, to make up the loſs of ſuch as die daily ? 
That young ones ſtill ſhould come up in the room of old ones, and fo 
the Faith, which, as the Apoſile faith ( Fude 3.) was onte delivered 
unto the Saints, ſhould be maintained in all tuture Generations ? I ſup- 
poſe you would 3 and if ſo, what better way can you think of to pro- 
vide ſuch, than what is ſaggetted in this little Treatiſe ? If you can 
find a better way, take it, and do your utmoſt in it 3 but do not imagine 
that you are no way concerned, and that the care of thele matters lies 
pox God only, as if his will were not, that in this, as in all things elſe, 
we ſhould uſe all Iawful and good means to attain the mercies we necd, 
as well in Soxl-concerns, as in thoſe of the Body. Tknow God will have 
a Church in a!l ages, and a ſeleft People unto himſelf, picket out and cull'd 
from the reſt ot the world 3 and I know and believe further, that not 
one of biz eleft ſhall miſcarry or come ſhort of heaven. Trane Scriptures 
of Truth are full for theſe things, and by one means or another the all. 
wiſe and all powerful God will cffte& them 3. and when ordinary means 
fail he can and will make uſe of extraordinary. But this doth not exempt 
us from our duty and «tmoſt endeavour to do our part; for in ſuch a 
neglect (hall we not be found rather Tempters of God, than Trufters in 
him ? *Tis true, in former times, when deep Popery and the groſs dark- 
neſs of it had thickned the Heavens over us, and even quite darkned all 
the Exropean World, God was pleaſed hcre and there to raiſe up Inſtry- 
ments in an extraordinary way tO own, maintain and propagate the Truth 
in ſeveral Ages and Kingdoms. Tiras about the thouſardth year after 
Chriſt, he was plzaſed to raiſe up one Leuthericus Archbiſhop of Sexes 
in France, effcctually to own and maintain the Truth in the point of 
Tranſubſtantiation, which he moſt ſtortly oppoſed, And ſome time after 
him Berinoarius, born at Torpres in France, and conſtituted Arch-Deg- 
con of Angeirs, defends the ſame-:Truth againl(t Tranſabſtantiation with 
great boldneſs 3 and therein was followed by the French Proteſtants cal+ 
led Hugoniter, Then about 350 years after, he raiſed up our famous 
Fobn IWi-kliff of M-rt»4-Colledge in Oxford, who-in the days of our 
King Edward the Third, and Richard the Second, fo notably diſcovered 
the Pope to be Autichriſt, and fo fttrenuoully afferted and maintained 
the main Truths ( which we Calviniſts now hold ) that he was called 
Ries 3-/0=-0 the 
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he Lamp of England. Some time after riſeth up our famous Bradwar- 
dine 5 and Jobn Has follows him in Bchemla 3 and Ferom of Pragne fol- 
lows Fobn Hui. Then Martiz Luther about 100 years after, is fetched 
out of the Colledge of Arguſtin Monks at Erpbord in Germany ; him 
Deſiderius Eraſmus of Rotterdam (that Prodigy of Wit and Learning) de- 
fends. Next Huldericus Zauinglius of Tigurum among the Swiizers, 
Occolempadins ot IWeinſperge in Germany » Urbanus Regis in the Ter. 
ritoriesof Montfort > Caroloſtadius in France > Wolfgangus Capito in Al- 
ſatia ; Leo Jude in Helvetia, Fredericus Myconius in Franconia, Fohy 
Diazius, a Spaniſh Prieſt, and a great friend to Martin Bucerz Gaſper 
Cruciger of Lipſeich in Miſnias Paulus Fagims, born in the Palatinate ; 
Martin Bucer atorcſaid of Seleſtadt in Germany Gaſper Hedio of Etlix 
in the Marquiſate of Baden 3 George Prince of Anhalt, Juſtus Fonas of 
Wittenberg *n Germany who having unwittingly caten an Oniox which 
his Father when ſick of the Plague, had applied to his Sore, was mira- 
culouſly preſerved for the Service he was born unto Peter Martyr of 
Florence in Ttaly > ( onrade Pelican of Rubeac in Swedeland , Bugenbagi- 
ws of Julinum in Pomerania, Philip Melantion of Bretta in the lower 
Palatinate John Laſco of a Noble Family in Poland, Auguſtine Marls- 
rat, born in the Dukedom of Lorrain, an Auguſtin Frier > Nicholas 
Amſaorfius, byxn of Noble Parents in Miſnia, Wolfangus Muſculus, 
born at Paſz, a little Town in Litbaringia, and a Benedittine Monk in 
the Palatinate, Gerardns Hyperius at Iper in Flanders, Fobu Calvin born 
at Nuviodunum near the Burders of Picardy 3 Paulus Vergeriu, Pope 
Clement the ſcventh his Legate in Germany 3 Vidorinus Strigelius of 
Kawibira in Switzerland, Fobn Brentins of IVile in Sweveland;, Peter 
Viretns, born in the Countrcy of the Bernates > Stephen Zegedine, born 
1 the lower Panonias Peter Ramas, born. in Frances Henry Bullinger, 
born at Bremagarta in Switzerland, Flavius Illiricus, born at Albona 
in Sclavonia, Foſiss Simlerus, born in Helvetia, Peter Boquin, born in 
Aquitane Zacharias Urſin, born in Sileſia, Abrabam Bucholtzer, born 
at Scopanium > John Wigandus, born in Mansfield > Martin Chemmitins 
born at Britza in old March, Rodolphes Gualter, born in Tigure, Ga- 
ſper Olevian, born in Trevirz George Stronixs, born at Hpiburg in IWret- 
tYaw , Fames Andreas, born at Waiblin in IWintenberg , Hieronimus 
Zanchius, of a Noblc Family in Italy, Anthony $adel , born upon the 
Ccnfines of Sav'y, not tar from Geneva 3 Lambertus Daneus, born at 
Anrelia in Frances Nichols Hemingins, born at Loland in Denmark, 
Robert Rollock and Fobn Knox,both born in Scol.ind, Fumes Heer brand, 
born at Noricam in $wevia, for his early and late jiudies called Swcvics 
I NoGius. 
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Notte, the Swevian Night-crow 3 David Chywrens, born at Tagelfing 
in Sweveland > Daniel Toſſanus , born at Moumbelgard in Wirtemberg 3 
 Franciſcus Funius, and Theodora Bezus, born in France z Amandus. Po- 
lax, born in Silefia> Andrexs Gerardus, born at H perrs in Flanders; 
Aretins Benedifus, born at Berne in Switzerland > Fobu Drufius, born 
at Aldnard ncar the City of Gaunt 3 Fames Gerynens, born at Berne in 
Helvetis. 
All theſe famous men(as they arc reckoned up by Melchior Adam, Ful. 
ler, and others) as well thoſe which are here named before Lwther, as 
thoſe that are reckoned up after him, and were born ſome time within 
the Sixteenth Century, were at firſt b:ry 34 Popery, andin their younger 
times were trained up in ic3 but being all of them ;zmen of admirable 
Natural Parts, great Students, and ſingularly well learned, were touch- 
ed with Divine Powers, cnlightned and warmed with Divine Beams of - 
Truth, and the Love of it, and thereupon forſook, their Popiſh Principles, 
ſome in part only, ſome wholly and throughout, and were by extraor- 
dinary calls trom God, ſet up as glorious Lights in the dark times and 
places when and where they lived z God himſelf plucking them, as it 
were, like Firebr.:nds out of the Fire, with a parpole to make an honou= 
rable wſe of thcir Parts, Learzing and Grace, againft Popery and all 
manner of Popiſh Selts and Orders, as Monks, Pricfts, Friers, Feſuits, 
and their deteſtable Do&rines. And as he did this abrozd, in the ſeve- 
ral Conttries abovenam..d, ſo here in our own Nztive Corntrey did he 
not in the ſame times, | mean in the ſame 16th Century raiſe up many 
worthy men, famous allo for their both Parts and Learaings and not 
only coxvert them after their popiſh education, but make eminent uſe of 
them as valiant Champions, Confeſſrs and Martyrs tor the Truth, viz. 
Fobn Colet of London, Fobn Frith of Weſtram in Kent, William Tyndal, 
Thomas Biln'y, Fohn Rogers, the Proto- Martyr in Qucen Maries dayes 
Laurence Sanders, Fbn Bradford, Fobn Hooper, Hugh Latimer, Nicholas 
Ridley, Thomas Cranmer, Rowland Taylor, Fobu Philpos, Fohn Fewel, 
Fobn Reynolds, John Fox, and many more which might be added. I 
fay, though God did this, and can do the like again in an extraordings 
ry way 3 though he gan open the cycs of thoſe learned men in this our 
preſent age, ana turn :heir hearts from the Error of their wayes, who 
arc now deeply dren-bed in the Doctrines of Pelagianiſm, Arminianiſm, 
Secinianiſm, Popery, or whatſdcver 3t is that borders upon any one of 
them 3 though he ca find our an Ambroſe, by his preaching to con- 
vert an Auſtin, witn the help of the Prayers and Tears of his Mother 
Monica tavugh by one man's Boks hs can convert an0cher, as hedid 
, Martin 
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Martiz Bucer, Paulus Vergerins, Caroloſtadius , Leo Jude , Zningling 
his compauion in Studies z F redericus Myconius, Fobu Diazius a Spa- 
wiſh Pricft z Urbavws Rhegius, Wolf angns Muſculus, and many other 
Famous men in Germany,by reading, © Luthers works. I lay, though by 
theſe and many other wayes, he can raiſe up inſtruments even from 
. men of the preſent age, and now in the very Prime and Flower of their 
Parts and Learning, cauſe them to return to ſound Doftrine 1 whatever 
their preſent Errors may be) and ſftrenuouſly to maintain it againlt Pope- 
ry and other prevailing corruptions in Doctrine or otherwiſe : Yet no 
man in his right ſenſes will deny but that it 1s every good Proteſtants duty, 
in his place and calling, and as opportunity may be provideutially given 
to him, or taken by him, to do his utmoſt tor providing a ſtanding and 
alwaycs ſucceeding Miniſtry in the uſual ard ordinary way of Educating 
of bopeful Yontbs in Schools of Learning, which is the thing that in this 
ſmall Treatiſe I principally preſs unto. And therefore to conclude all, 
fince the Scriptures both of the Old and New Teſtament declare it to be 
a moſt bl:fſ:d : hing to convert Souls, and to bring in ſinners to Chrifs 
Fold, as 1 evident by comfacing Dan. 12. 3- with Luke 1, 14, 18. Eph. 
3-7, 8. with many othcr pregnant Texts that might be added to the 
ſame purpoſe 3 I Query, 

1. Whether the J/rk of the AMinijtry, where it is faithfully and 
fincerely diſcharged by able, orthodox and painful Labourers in Chrilt's 
Vincyzrd, and 1s accompanied with an axſwerable ſucceſs, or at leaſt 
finds a gracious acceptance with Chriſt, be not a very honourable, and 
(to all conſiderate good men) a very defirable employment ? and whether 
thoſe Parents and their Children that undervalue, defSiſe and ſcorn it. as 
a meax and coutemptible courſe of Lite, may not well exped to be ſeorn- 
ed of God, and for cver to be rejefed by him ? 

2. Although the Miniſtry and the work thereof be ſo bononrable an | 
employment, as willingly to be undertaken and delighted in by ſuch as 
the Lord inclines unto it and gzzlifes for itz yct whether they ought 
not to be encouraged and rewarded tor their faithful and painful Labours 
therein, cven to the atmyt power and ability of thoſe that fit under F 
them, and have the bexefit thereot ? For doth not Chritt hiniſelf ſay, 
The Labourer is worthy of his h re, Luke 19. 7. aud the Workman of bis 
Meat, Mat. 10. 10. and this, though ke be otherwiſe rich, and hath 
no need? And much morc then mutt it not nc ds be truc of all ſuch 
faithful avd painful Miniſters, as having Wivcs, Children and Families 
ro maintain, have nothing «lic to live upon but what cornces jn thi 
way? L«tall that are concerned Þcrein, read and contider well i Cor. f 
9, 


9. T3, 14. Do ye #ot kyow that they which miniſter about holy things, live 
of the things of the Temple ? and they that wait at the Altar , are parta- 
kers with the Altar ? even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they which 
preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel: And that in 1 Tim. 5. I7. 
Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour ( Sro\us 
T1}/alis , double reward ) eſpecially they who labour in Word and Do- 
Cirine, ; 
3+ But when and where worthy and able men are found, that with the 
peace of their own Conſciexces, cannot be capable of publick mainte- 
nance through their Noxconformity iz matters Eccleſiaſtical 3 and the well-- 
minded Proteſtant- Party cvery where, by perſecutions, are (tor the molt 
part) ſo far impoveriſhed, ruined and ##done, that they are not a- 
| ble co give a livclihood to ſuch as preach unto themz would it nt be a 
worthy work, , and exceedingly well plcaling unto God, if ſuch rich 
ones among them, as arc yet left able todo it, would take care fo far to 
miniſter to them, and allew thim ſuch a maintenance as might encourage 
them in their work, in the midtt of all that oppoſition which they mcet 
with from #nreaſonable aud 3!l-minded mcn ? 
4+ Whether all ſuch rich Proteſtants as are mentioned in the forege- 
ing Treatiſe, that have Sons of their own, of pregaaut Parts, apt to 
learn, and by perſwaſions of them their Parents, would caſily be ixcli- 
ned to the Service of Chriſt in the aforci1id glorious work of the Miniſtry, 
or in caſe they have no ſuch Sons of their own, yet would pleaſe to 
adopt ſuch as are in the {aid Treatiſe already ſuggelted, and not only 
bring them up to the faid Service, in manner as is propounded z but 
ſettle a liberal maintexance upon them during their lives, at leatt,-in calc 
| they continue ſound in the Faith, painful in thcir Work, and boly in 
their Converſations: I fay, whether thoſe that ſhall do ſuch a z»ble 
work as this, belides the giving proof of their Love to Chrilt, they 
will not by this means render the Children which they thus bring up & 
dedicate to the Lord's work, and ſcttle Eltates upon them in confidera-: 
tion of it (whether they be their own Chi!drex or ſuch as are adopetd by 
r them) I ſay, whether they w-Il not xender them dozbly happy ? Fit, 
in putting them into ſo honorable and beavenly an employment ? Se- 
condly, In delivering them from the Sxarcs and Temptations they would 
otherwiſe be endangered by, it not thus provided for, upon. account of 
their faithfulneſs and conflancy in their work, whatſoever diſcourages: 
mcnts and troubles they may meet with for their works ſake ? 
5- Whether it would not be one of the molt Glorious works that 
] ſonuc Aggs have produced, it certain ricb Proteſtants, amongſt others the. 
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aforcwentioned Acts of Picty humbly moved to be promoted by them; 
here in Old England, ſhould agree together to ſetle a perpetual liberal 
maintenance upon the Univerſity of Cambridge in New-Evgland, and ſo | 
'to er dow it; that itmightbe a ſtanding and® Fz Ping Nurſory to all free 4 
ceeding Ages , not only to train up ſuch hopeti] and well-educated 
Youths for the ſ{crvice of the Geſpel there, as thall be born in that Corn-. 
trey3 but fuch allo as (hall be fent from hence for che ſome prirpoſe, in 
dnet me to return hithcr richly furniſhed with found Learning aud abi» p 
litics todo the like ſervice here ? Mcethinks 50 or 60 (it not 100 ) per= 


tons n:ighe eafily be found in this Kingdom of O!1-Fxgland, that might : 
each ot them give an hundred pounds a ycar tor ever to the ſaid Vuiver- 1 
fry in New Engard, tor ſo pirus and renowned a work, and thereby not « 
ovly perpetuate and embalm their Names here, but prepare the more * 
abundant entrance for themſelves into the Kingdom of onr Lord and $ aviour 7: 
Feſus Chrift, and fo be the higher in happinels hercatter. For c:ongh'l T 
am-far trom that Popiſh Opinion oft Merit (whether of co:rdignity or cone > 
gritty) and do not in the leaſt think that any man Wwhatſocv:r can de- of 
ſerve any thing at the hand of God for any good work or wor!.« r/;at can Pp 
' be dove by him 3 yct that ervory one receives according t0 D512 1h;s, 1$1,0. th 
ta!ſe DoQtrine, 1f thoſe Scriptures be true in 2 Cor. 5, tO, 147 14.13. " 
13. * | "1 
6. Whether this ſmall Treatiſe , if it ſhall be judged voſt and ſoaſos Pp, 
able, will not be ſo molt of all by being diſperſed abroad into many hc 
hands, ard into thoſe principally that it 18 more particularly intended en 


fir, as into the hands of al] diſſenting (though found in the main rrzc- 

hearted Profeſſrs > into the hands of the Parents and Governors of nun;e- 

rus Families ; into the hands of the ſeveral forts of the aforementioned - 
rich Proteſtants > into the hands of all religiouſly affetted young perſons, 

cipecially ſuch as arc under the age of fixtcen years? And whetlicr it 

would not be Money well laid out to print ſo many Impreſſions, and take 

carc and pains to diſþcrſe theam, as might replenith all che aforeſaid Par- 

tics in theſe Three Kingdoms of England, Scotland and Ireland ? Per- 

haps {ime of the things humbly propoſed in the Treatiſe, may tzke ; 
w ith ſ7me, others with ethers, (ome may be prevailed with by it, to de- 4 

T (Gia thr own Sons to the Service of: the Sanfuzry 3 lome to ad. pt 0- ' 

E  therss {ame that cannot, or have no mind todo this, may ſetrle Conn 

”  tre-Schools, and give yearly Stipends for tcaching; poor Children to read, _ 
in great and populous Townr, and where 1s greatelt Tpmorance and leaſt! 
Mears for Knowledge in the remote and dark parts of the Kingdom 3 
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rarticularly in the Northern and JYeſtern Parts, and all over Wales ? 
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A Paſſage out of My. Increaſe Mather his Excellent Book, Ex 
tituled, The Myſtery of Iſrael's Salvation. 


And ſhall T tell you C yea from the Lord I will tell you ) that the 
Prayers of the deſpicable ones, that know, and fear, and ſerve God, 
can do great things with him that doth whatſoever be pleaſeth rn Hegven, 
and in Earth, and in all deep places. Oh conlider of it ! I remember 
Melantthon (that great and Learned Divine) faith, © he was much en+ 
« couragcd to hope that God would carsy on the work of Reformation 
*in Germany (and the Lord did carry it on with great ſucceſs in thoſe 
« days ) bccaute he underſtood that there were many poor Godly wo- 
© men that were wont to mect together to pray, that the work of Re- 
& formation might go forward. Even ſo, it the Lord ſtir up the hearts 
of his poor Sain:s to favour the duſt of Zzoz, and to ſhew it by earneſt 
Prayer butore him at all times 3 ſurely the day will not be long before 
the L:rd appear in his Glory to build up Zion 3 tor he will have rg ard 
unto the Prayer of the deſtitute, and will not deſpiſe their Prayer. Thus 
farhe at the very. clofe of his Book. The ſame ſay I here 3 Fervent 
Praycz all England over among ſuch as truly fear the Lord, and know 
how to pray aright, may poſſibly ſet hundreds on work to help on the 
cnds of this ſmall Treatiſe, and the Matters propounded in it. 


FINTS. 


